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The origin of dotaku design

Hiromi SHITARA

There are two different opinions about the beginning of dotaku, or the ritual bronze bells of Yayoi period:
Early Yayoi period (B.C.4C) and Middle Yayoi period (B.C.3C). The former opinion used to predominate,
because the earliest dotaku had motifs similar to those of Early Yayoi pottery. Hideji Harunari claimed the
latter opinion based on the recent excavation at Asahi site, Aichi prefecture, where a dotaku mold of the
earliest stage and Middle Yayoi pottery were found in a same archaeological context. Dofaku excavated at
Higashinara site, Osaka prefecture, is appropriate to solve this problem, because it resembles the Korean
bronze bells, which is considered to be the origin of dotaku. The author concluded that the characteristic oval
motifs of the Higahinara dotaku were derived from the motifs of the Final Jomon pottery in Central Japan,
especially along the line from Hokuriku to Ise-wan. The distribution of the oval motif pottery corresponds to
the distribution of the earliest stage dotaku. Other motifs of the earliest dotaku can also be explained as being
derived from the motifs of Final Jomon pottery. The author concludes that the beginning of dotaku production
dates as far back as Early Yayoi period. It is increasingly required to study the influence of traditional Jomon

culture to the Yayoi culture.
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