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The Distribution of Chinaware to Japan in the Edo
Period

Minako TSURUMOTO

In the Edo period, during 1641-1859, Japan’s diplomacy and trade were restricted. China and the Neth-
erlands were limitedly allowed to trade with Japan in Nagasaki.

In Nagasaki and Edo(Tokyo), many trade ceramics are excavated from remains of the Edo period in
common. The most of them are Chinese porcelains. The porcelains are thought to be transported from Naga-
saki to Edo. That proves a close bond between Nagasaki and Edo throughout the Edo period.

Nagasaki seems to have been the main entrance of chinaware. Some researchers maintain that chinaware
was also imported to Japan via Ryukyu(Okinawa). Ryukyu Kingdom had relationships with both China and
Japan. In Ryukyu remains, the rate of excavated porcelains produced in Dehua( 1t ) and Fujian( & & )/
Guandong( JA 3 ) is high, while that of Jingdezhen( 5:f#$# ) is higher in Nagasaki. In Edo and other con-
sumer cities in Japan, most of the trade ceramics were the products of Jingdezhen. So it can be said that the
majority of trade ceramics was imported to Japan through Nagasaki in those times. Both the Chinese and the
Dutch were possible carriers because porcelains that resemble relics of Edo are seen in each area they lived in
Nagasaki.

After entered Nagasaki, specific porcelains were selected from various items and transported to Edo.
As compared with Nagasaki, only a limited variety of porcelains are seen in Edo. Especially in the latter part
of the Edo period, cups made in Jingdezhen account for a very large percentage of trade ceramics in Edo. On
the other hand, in Nagasaki, there were many trade ceramics of Fujian/Guandong in addition to Jingdezhen.
Other tableware, livingware and containers were also founded. The Chinese concerned to trade and lived in
Nagasaki were mostly from Fujian. Chinaware seems to have entered Nagasaki as the series of livingware,
attached to their lives. In Edo, people seem to have put values on chinaware as tools for sophisticated cultural
behavior, such as tea ceremony. People in Edo probably have needed suitable porcelains, and this may be why
more products of Jingdezhen were selected than those of Fujian/Guandong, which were often crude. When
chinaware entering Nagasaki, the carriers may not have been so strongly conscious of the demand of people
in Edo, for they transported a wide range of items to Nagasaki. Comparing Nagasaki and Edo from the per-

spective of the distribution of chinaware, this is an important feature.
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