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Typological and Chronological Reexamination of the
Types of Okhotsk Pottery from Kabukai-A Site

KUMAKI Toshiaki

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine typology and chronology of the types of Okhotsk pottery from Kabukai-
A site in Rebun Island, in the northern part of Japan. A group of the pottery of Kabukai-A site is the most important ma-
terial for the chronological study of the types of Okhotsk pottery in the northern part of Hokkaido. Based on the results
of investigation of this site, Haruo OI propounded the transition model of the pottery types and consequently denied the
method of chronology of pottery types developed by Sugao YAMANOUCHL. In this paper, in order to argue against
OF’s transition model, I analyze the group of the pottery of this site using techniques of attribute analysis. As a result,
unlike OI’s transition model, typological changes of the group are found to exhibit a unilinear and irreversible way.
Based on the results I divide the group of the types of Okhotsk pottery in the northern part of Hokkaido into the follow-
ing 5 types (8 stages), the groups of the puncture marks = Towada types (early / late stage), the group of the impressed
patterns I , the group of the impressed patterns I, the groups of the incised lines (early / late stage) and the groups par-
allel with the groups of applique decoration in the eastern part of Hokkaido (early / late stage).
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