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Technological Structure of Rankoshi Type
Microblade Assemblage

YAKUSHIGE Miyuki

This study dealt with Rankoshi type microblade assemblage, which is one of the earliest microblade assemblages
in Hokkaido, Japan. The author reexamined its typological definition and analyzed technological structure, in the pur-
pose of finding out its strategy of coping with LGM climate and environments of Hokkaido. Moreover, the result of
analysis was compared with contemporary assemblages: Pirika type and Tougeshita-1 type microblade assemblages. In
conclusion, this study showed that some of the materials which had been conventionally called Rankoshi type could not
regard as Rankoshi type, and found that the people who had held Rankoshi assemblage had several reduction processes
used at different occasions. Further studies are needed in order to find out chronological and technological relationship

between the earliest microblade assemblages and other Early Upper Paleolithic assemblages.
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