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A Basic Study of Smoking pipes excavated in Ryukyu Islands
ISHI Ryota

Smoking is one of the most important cultures in the world history. In order to clarify the smoking culture, it is
necessary to study the Smoking tools. Pipes are popular smoking tools and by studying the pipe, we can know how the
culture of smoking had been altered.

From the sites in the Ryukyu Islands, we can excavate a number of unique “Kiseru”, East Asian Smoking Pipes.
Kiseru in Ryukyu Islands are classified two types: cylindrical shape and pipe shape. Cylindrical shape Kiseru is made to
cut the stone and pottery. Pipe shape Kiseru is a ceramic and a metal product.

In the future, in order to study the spread and diversification of smoking culture in Asia, we need comparative
studies of smoking tools and pipes in various regions around the singular and the Ryukyu Islands. We find many pottery
pipes in Southeast Asia and China, but there are many differences between them and Kiseru in Ryukyu Islands in shape.

The metal pipes were distributed in Japanese Archipelago, and they had been exported to the Ryukyu Islands.
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