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A Study of the Glass Bracelet in the Yayoi Period
KOTERA Chizuko

In Yayoi Societies, glass artifacts were used as prestige goods in political contexts rather than just as ornaments.
This study examines glass artifacts to approach Yayoi societies. All the raw materials of glass artifacts were imported
from abroad, and widely distributed through trade in Asia as luxury goods at that time. This allows us to understand in-
ternational exchange by examining glass artifacts.

This paper presents a detailed typological analysis of glass bracelets. Based on the observation of the glass brace-
lets, I first classify them into two groups: Nishitani type and Oburo-minami type. Then 1 compare them with bronze
bracelets of the Yayoi period to identify the production area of the glass bracelets. The results suggest that the both
types were not produced in Japan, but were probably imported from abroad. Second, I examine the characteristics and
contexts of each mound tomb, from which bracelets were excavated to discuss how the glass bracelets were imported
and what sociopolitical background was relevant.

Consequently, this research suggests that the glass bracelets were buried with local value in each region. Espe-
cially in Izumo and Tango region, chiefs of the Yayoi period buried with glass bracelets were quite distinguished. The
glass bracelets were important as prestige goods in these areas, and each chief possibly acquired them individually from
abroad. Moreover, it seems that Nishitani type glass bracelets were buried as bracelets, while Oburo-minami type was
buried with an intention to represent Chinese ornament set of jade. Based on these considerations, I conclude that 7ango
region was quite distinguished from the other areas in Yayoi period. The tight relationship between Tango region and
abroad is emphasized.

Further research is necessary to identify the production areas and the distribution routes of the glass bracelets in

ancient Asia.
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