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Iron edges of plows in ancient Japan
In Kanto and Tohoku district, from latter 7 century to 11 century

In this paper I collected metal edges of plows in Kanto and Tohoku district from latter 7 century to 11 century
to compare the shape and size of them. I also analyzed the type of sites where those plow edges are excavated, and
examined the structure of production and distribution of those edges. In Kanto and southern Tohoku district, plow edges
were newly standardized in latter 7 century by Japanese ancient nation, and from 8 to 11 century shapes and sizes of all
the plow edges were united. The ancient nation system of manufacture and trade played great roles in production and
distribution of plow edges in this area. On the other hand in northern Tohoku district, different types of plow edges were
produced from latter 7 century. In latter 9 century, as this area became a great iron-manufacturing region, a lot of plow
edges were producted and new standards of plow edges, which is very different from southern area, were appeared.
But in latter 10 century, these standards were disappeared, and various shapes and sizes of plow edges were made in
fortressed colonies, which have iron mills insight of them. This paper concludes that there are great difference between
Kanto/southern Tohoku district and northern Tohoku district about the standards of shape of plow edges and the system

of production and distribution of the plow edges.
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