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Lapita Pottery Development in Solomon Islands
Yo NEGISHI

Lapita pottery (3300-2700 BP) is widely distributed from eastern Melanesia to Polynesia. These almost forty
years, many archaeologists have studied minutely about its homeland, geographical distribution, and absolute dating.
Nonetheless, as there have been little typological studies on i, it is still unclear whether Post-Lapita ceramic groups
derived from Lapita culture or from another one. This unsolved question is so called ‘Post-Lapita problem’. To solve
this problem from the regional perspective, this paper is aimed to review Lapita and Post-Lapita ceramic cultures of
Solomon Islands. First, combining with a brief report of two ceramic fragments possibly found in Lomlom island (Reef
Islands), which are kept in University of Tokyo, the typological continuities between Lapita (middle and late) and Post-
Lapita pottery are described alternatively. Second, I point out ‘Post-Lapita problem’ entailed in the coast and islands
New Guinea. Lastly, to compare with Solomon Islands, I discuss the regional importance of defining Post-Lapita period

when bronze materials were exported from Southeast Asia to this region.
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