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Difference and Change in Burial Rituals
: A Study on Baoji Yu Cemeteries
Kakudo Ryosuke

This paper analyzes the bronze ritual vessels excavated in Yu cemeteries and investigates the relationship between Yu
people and the Western Zhou dynasty.
The bronze ritual vessels show that the chronological sequence of Yu tombs can be divided into three phases(Phase
I -1II), and the difference among these tombs indicates that Yu cemeteries consist of four types of tomb distinguished
by gender and classes; the ruling class and the upper class. In Phase I , the arrangement of the Yu tomb was completely
regular, however, this pattern disappeared from Phase II downward. The bronzes in Yu cemeteries are also divided into
three types; Zhou dynasty bronzes, Sichuan bronzes and original bronzes. The change in the amount of these bronzes
shows that Sichuan bronzes decreased throughout all phases and Zhou dynasty bronzes increased in Phase III. It is
concluded that these changes in Phase Il and Phase IIl resulted from Yu rulers’ intention of adopting a ritual system of

the Western Zhou dynasty.
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