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Regional and temporal interactions and their significance for the stylistic
changes found in the Sori Pottery Type, Middle Jomon Period (11 ).

YAMAGATA Mariko

In this paper, the author provides a comprehensive study of the Sori pottery type, which,
can be assigned to the latter half of the Middle Jomon period. The general methodology of
the paper is (1) to outline the variety and complexity of the pottery type, (2) to pro-
vide a chronological framework for the different categories within the pottery type, and

(3) explain and interpret how and why the stylistic transformations occur. In her conclu-
sion, the author underlines the significance of the transformations, especially from the view-
point of the structural interrelations among pots. These interrelations are discussed both in-
ternally (within the Sori type) and externally (with other types).

The Sori type is one of the Middle Jomon types which is characteristically quite heavily
ornated and abundant in its variety of forms and decorations. The type was first brought
to eminence in 1965 in an archaeological report titled “IDOJIRI” (Fujimori et al. 1965). Ido-
jiri is a large cluster of settlement sites mainly from the Middle Jomon, which are located
in a small mountain town in Nagano prefecture. The type site Sori can be found in the clus-
ter (Fig. 20, Map C-site No. 16).

Reviewing the currently available research results on the Sori type, the author believes
that not enough attention has been paid to understanding the structural interrelations be-
tween the Sori type and the two types from the same time period that have been found in nei-
ghboring locations. These are the eastern Kasori E type (the type site is the Kasori shell
midden site, Chiba Prefecture) and the provisionally named western “Karakusamonkei”
type. It is the author’s view that especially the Kasori E type had a substantial influence
on the transformation of the Sori type.

In order to reorganize the chronological framework for the Sori type, the author has def-
ined the categories of the traditional Sori pots and then examined the characteristics of the
method and the order of ornamentation (Fig. 6 ~ 8 ). In the course of the discussion on chro-

“nology, the author pays special attention to the spatial extent of the Sori type, and at the
same time to the differences in phenomena of the materials found in the central and periph-

eral areas of distribution.
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The original and traditional stylistic changes of Jomon pottery types are often more explic-
it in the central areas of distribution than in the peripheral areas where external influences
frequently cause a mixture of the characteristics of two or more types. Furthermore, the prob-
lems arising from and the implications associated with the findings in the central and periph-
eral areas of distribution are different.

In the case of the Sori type, the sphere of distribution occupies part of Chubu Sangaku
Chitai (a mountainous region in central Japan). It appears that the most significant cen-
tral area of distribution was located in the Kofu basin (Fig. 20, Map D) with sites extend-
ing along or close to several rivers in the mountainous area.

The author’s chronological framework is mainly derived from a large collection of pots
from the Shakado site complex which is located at the eastern edge of the Kofu basin

(Fig. 20, Map D-site No. 14). The site is one of the largest settlement sites so far found in
the distribution sphere of the Sori type. The author has divided the chronology of the Sori
type into two major phases, Sori-Ko and Sori-Shin which are respectively divided into 3 fur-
ther phases < Sori-Ko 1 (Fig. 10), Sori-Ko 2 (Fig. 11, 12), Sori-Ko 3 (Fig. 13) and Sori--
Shin 1 (Fig. 14), Sori-Shin 2 (Fig. 15), Sori-Shin 3 (Fig. 16) >. Some of the materials found
by the author at the above sites clearly must be assigned to the very end of the Middle
Jomon, and after Sori-Shin 3, however, the materials have not yet with certainty been classi-
fied as Sori type. Nonetheless, the author has preliminarily added two more stages<Kan-
enoo, Ichinosawa Pit Dwelling No. 1 (Fig. 17) > to the above classification ‘of Sori-Ko and
Sori-Shin, as she believes the last stage, Ichinosawa, will be included into the Kasori E
type.

In her discussion the author proceeds with the problem of a Sori type sub-category
called the “Sori Jomon Kei” (Fig. 18). This category should be distinguished from the tradi-

tional kind of Sori pots, in terms of both the prevalent forms and decorations. For example,

on the “Sori Jomon Kei” pots, cord-impressions (jomon ; Japanese) are dominant, in con-

trast to the Sori type itself, which originally had decorations created by bamboo rods. Appar-
ently the cord impression of the “Sori Jomon Kei" was adapted from the Kasori E type, the fin-
dings of which were spread over the Kanto plain (Fig. 23~28). It is quite interesting to under-
stand the process of interactions between the Sori and the Kasori E type. These two types ori-
ginally had completely independent structures. However a period of intense interaction,
from Sori-Ko 3 to Sori-Shin 1, led both to a merging of characteristics and to a prolifera-
tion of new categories. As shown by an assemblage of pots from the Pit Dwelling No. 72 of

the Taima site, Kanagawa prefecture (Fig. 26 No. 1 ~12).
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After the “interactive” phase, the Sori type obtained a new structure with two estab-
lished decorative zones (1. lateral zone in a rim + II. vertical zone in a body). Using this
as an indicator, the author divided the Sori-Shin (new Sori) type from the Sori- Ko (archa-
ic Sori) type. Because the Sori-Shin type got the same zonal structure for decoration as the
Kasori E type, the two types became to show similar appearance. The variety of categories
within the Sori type became less. It is viable to say that the history of the Sori type was
the process of a reduction of its independent identity, through the sequential adoption of cha-
racteristics of the Kasori E type.

The interrelationships between the “Karakusamonkei” (Fig. 29~33) and the Sori type do
not appear as significant as the relationship between the Sori type and the Kasori E type
even though the “Karakusamonkei” type has the same roots as Sori (the Katsusaka type,
e.g. Fig. 9) and developed in a similar ecological background. It is difficult to understand
why there should have been less interactions between the two types unless one assumes
that there was a conscious decision on the part of the Sori type people to adopt and share
the Kasori E type values.

At the very end of the Middle Jomon Period, over the Chubu mountainous and the
Kanto plain regions, the number of settlement sites and the resultant finds of artifacts
showed a sharp decline. At this stage, both the Sori and the “Karakusamonkei” type had dis-
appeared, but the Kasori E4 type pottery could still be found in small numbers in the
former Sori and “Karakusamonkei” spheres.

The collapse of the Middle Jomon culture and society reflects the process of stylistic trans-
formation of the Sori type. The Sori type had shown prominent originality and many master-
pieces were produced in the period of the Sori-Ko type. However, through the period of
the Sori-Shin type the pottery gradually lost its independent characteristics. Therefore, the
author points out that in order to understand the significance of the transformation of the
Sori type, a detailed investigation of the interrelations with other pottery types, especially

to the Kasori E type, is necessary.
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