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Microliths VI

——The roles of Microliths——

Tsuyoshi FUJIMOTO

In previous articles in this Bulletin, the author has described microliths in northeast-
ern Asia, Europe and western Asia (Fujimoto1990, 1992, 1994, 1995, 1996). He has mainly
analysed them from a functional point of view.

From these works and this article, the following points can be made :

1. There are many differences between the microliths in the western part and those
in the eastern part of the Old World. Geometric microliths are commonly seen in the west
but are rarely seen in the east. Secondary retouch shows the same distribution. Simple blade-
lets were used without retouch in the east.

2. A lot of microliths was discarded without use. People selected bladelets appro-
priate for their purpose among bladelets which were mechanically produced in the east
and they were used without retouch. About a half to one-third of bladelets were discarded
without use.

3. The change in function of microliths occurred independently from change in type
of microliths. The time of the change in function commonly happened at a different time
from that of the change in type. They are independent elements in the attributes of micro-
liths.

4. Non-geometric microliths generally appeared first and geometric microliths came
later. This feature was seen in western Asia, northern Africa and Europe. It is thought to
have been related with the birth and development of geometric microliths.

5. It can be thought that the function of microliths was replaced by various types of ar-
rowheads in the wide regions of the Old World and also by sickle-blades in western Asia.
Microliths are thought to have been used in the spot of production such as hunting place
or gathering fields. Microliths were very convenient to be used there because they were
light and replaceable parts of implements.

6. Microliths did not flourish in southeastern Asia and southern China as in western
and northern Asia, northern Africa and Europe. One reason is thought to have been the

insufficiency of investigations there but this is not the only reason. The works by
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microliths there are assumed to have been not so large as in western and northern Asia,
northern Africa and Europe. Plant foods are thought to have been abundantly used there.
Microliths were not so useful to gather and process plant foods. Therefore, microliths were
not so necessary as in the western part of the Old World.

It is probable that the roles which were accompolished by microliths in the history of
humankind were a preparation of the Neolithic in many fields : domesticated plants and
animals for daily foods, establishment of processing system, development of various tools
for a new way of life, sedentary life, trading system and so on. Also the various living
systems were founded in response to varied environmental niches. People in the regions
with small amounts of microliths accomplished them in different ways. The ways to the

Neolithic and to civilization were various.
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