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Studies of Western Zhou (p4fF) Period Pottery at
Luoyang (#&FE3)

IIJIMA TAKETSUGU

Western Zhou Period pottery from Luoyan can be broadly divided into five periods.
Although determining these five periods from the different pottery forms is a relatively easy
task, it is very difficult to decide upon the practical age at each division of the Western
Zhou period. For example, pottery of the Western Zhou period at Luoyang were almost
never excavated with bronze vessels, and it is very difficult to decide chronological stages
at Luoyang. But pottery to be excavated from the Fenghao (#4%5) region have often been
found with bronze vessels, so it is very easy to divide the five period of the Western Zhou
period and decid the pratical age of each division.

After deciding the age of a period at Fenghao, we can compare the pottery that was
excaveted from two regions, Luoyang and Fenghao, and as a result we can know the practical
age of each period or developmental stage of Western Zhou pottery at Luoyang. The first
developmental stage coincides with the reigns of Emperor Wuwang (&), Chengwang (fX
F) and Kangwang (fEE) using the Zhongzhoulu (F{{#) M211 Tomb as a standard. The
second stage coincides with the reigns of Emperor Zhaowang (FFX) and Muwang (F2F)
using Zhongzhoulu M816 Tomb as a standard. The third stage coincides with the reigns of
Emperor Gongwang (3tF), Yiwang (T) and Xiaowang (#F) using Zhongzhoulu M123
Tomb as the standaerd. Similarly the fourth stage coincides with the reigns of Emperor
Yiwang (&F), Liwang (JET) and Gonghe (3tF1) time using the T203-M3 Tomb at Luoyang
Wangcheng (F3R) as a standard. The fifth and final stage coincides with the reigns of
Emperor Xuanwang (ZF) and Youwang (M4F) using the Zhongzhoulu M640 Tomb as a
standard.

Much proto-porcelain is found from the Western Zhou tombs at Louyang as well. There
are many dou (&) stem cups, guan (f#) jars, gui (&) cups,lei (%) jars and zun (&) jars.
A basic set of proto-porcelain vessels is composed of gui, dou and lei or zun. At this
writing, proto-porcelain tripods have not been discovered but may be in the future. It may
be that these proto-porcelain vessels were produced in Huabei (#Jt) province.

One can observe strong traditons of Yinxu (E}if) culture on Western Zhou pottery at
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Luoyang. The old story that people of Yin (B%) migrated from the Yinxu Ruins to Luoyang
City may be true. There is much Yin-style pottery at the beginning of the Western Zhou
period at Luoyang. For that reason, one can surmise that early Western Zhou government

power at Luoyang might not have been too strong.
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