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A Chronological Study of Tajomon Pottery between the Lower
Muroya and Igusa types. |

Mariko YAMAGATA

This paper discusses the chronology of the Incipient Jomon pottery known as tajomon.
Although some limited cordmarking had been used in the early Incipient, tajomon pottery
of the late Incipient phase represents the first major use of that decorative technique in the
Jomon period. Tajomon pottery is found throughout Japan but is especially common in

central Honshu.

Some Japanese archaeologists place the division between the Incipient and Initial Jomon
phases with the beginning of yori’itomon pottery where cords wrapped around a stick were
rolled down the surface of a vessel. 1 prefer to see yori’itomon as part of the tajomon
tradition, however, and assign them both to the Incipient phase. This is because, although
yori’itomon sites in the Kanto are numerous and well-studied, the corresponding ceramics
of the regions surrounding the Kanto are still obscure. I thus believe it is premature to

divide the Incipient and Initial phases on the basis of the Kanto sequence alone.

The first type of yori’itomon pottery is called Igusa after the site of the same name in
Suginami Ward, Tokyo (No. 13 in Fig. 14). A long sequence of tajomon pottery was
excavated in 1960 at the Muroya Cave in Niigata Prefecture (No. 1). The pottery was
grouped as the Muroya Lower Layer type. Sherds of the Igusa type came from the upper
layer of this cave, but the problem has long been the length of time which elapsed between

the lower and upper layer assemblages.

Recent excavations at the San-no-hara site on the east coast of the Izu Peninsula in
Shizuoka Prefecture (No. 28) have given us the chance to fill the gap between Igusa and
Lower Muroya. The Lower Muroya assemblage is similar to tajomon pottery from the
Torihama shell mound in Fukui Prefecture (No. 37) and can be considered to correspond
chronologically. The tajomon pottery at Torihama appears to continue after the disappearance
of the Lower Muroya type. It is this late phase tajomon at Torihama to which the San-no-

hara tajomon is most similar. A further resemblance can be seen between San-no-hara and
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the tajomon from Hana-no-ko in Gifu Prefecture (No. 35). These similarities between
tajomon ceramics at three widely-seperated sites (Torihama and San-no-hara are-some 300km
distant on opposite sides of Honshu) is extremely important. It means that the tajomon
assemblages of the intervening areas of the Chubu region, which had been generally con-
sidered to date to before the Igusa type, should most likely be placed after the San-no-hara

tajomon and therefore contemporary with the Igusa type of the Kanto.

An important task for the future is thus to develop this chronological framework further
in order to investigate links between the yori’itomon pottery of the Kanto and the tajomon
wares of the Chubu. On the basis of that research we will be in a better position to discuss

the problem of the division between the Incipient and Initial Jomon phases.
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