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The Formation of Sites with Stone Clusters from the
end of the Middle to the Beginning of the Late
Jomon: the Kitakami Basin, Tohoku.

Akira SASAKI

Many Jomon sites with stone clusters of various dates and styles have been found in
the Tohoku region. Construction of these features flourished from the end of the Middle to
the beginning of the Late Jomon. Sites with groups of stone clusters appeared at this stage,
although such sites are not numerous.

In the Kitakami Basin, which was the focus of my study, there are several sites with
stone clusters from the above-mentioned period (Fig. 1). Some common factors can be rec-
ognized among these sites. Let us compare the Kabayama (Figs. 2 & 3) and Miyazawahara
(Figs. 5 & 6) sites first. To begin with there are common styles of stone clusters such as
rubble arranged in a circle around a standing stone. Secondly, both sites are located on the
edge of river terraces. Thirdly, both sites decline and disappear soon after the construction
of the stone features. We can also recognize some similarities in the history of these sites
before the stone clusters. Miyazawahara dates from the beginning of the Early Jomon
whereas Kabayama was not occupied until the end of that period. At both sites, however,
the living area was situated behind the area with the later stone features. This is also true
for the Kannondo and Tateishi sites which lie further north (Figs.7, 8 & 9). Here the living
areas are similarly located behind the stone clusters which are situated at the edge of river
terraces. The Sawauchi site appears to possess the same features.

It is well known that site locations underwent a great change between the Middle and
Late Jomon. Generally sites moved from high river terraces to lower ones. This kind of
change, however, cannot have been uniform. As I have pointed out in earlier papers, during
the periods of stone cluster construction at Miyazawahara, single-component small-scale sites
were scattered across various surrounding landforms. Settlement patterns changed after this
‘fissioning’ phase. This phenomenon whereby many sites transfered to lower locations at the
beginning of the Late Jomon is not confined to Tohoku, but can also be recognized in the
Kanto and Chubu districts. This shift hints at an extensive change in food procurement
systems.

It is important to note that sites with stone clusters continued to be located on high
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river terraces notwithstanding the above-mentioned general tendency. This fact cannot be
understood without recognizing that sites with groups of stone features are of a special type
and that not all sites possess this type of structural remain.

Various factors must have been behind the development of sites with stone clusters.
One of these factors is seen in the fact that these sites did not disappear at the end of the
Middle Jomon, but continued to be built on high river terraces through the beginning of the
Late phase. This suggests the existence of groups of people strongly attached to these sites
or to the activities that took place around them. The other fact worth emphasizing is that
stone clusters were situated at the edge of high terraces, a location midway between the

former living areas and the new centres of productive activity on the lower terraces.
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