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On Remains of Neolithic Culture Collected from Angangxi

mainly from Elasu C (in Japanese “Orosu”) site

Shizuo ONUKI

Angangxi, located on the Nonni river, southwest of Qigihaer in Heilongjiang province,
is one of the best known and most intensively studied Neolithic sites in the Dongbei ter-
ritory of China (Fig. 1).

Study of the Neolithic remains near Angangxi began more than fifty years ago by A.
S. Lukashkin.

The Japanese archaeologists K. Komai and S. Mizuno visited Angangxi in the summer
of 1933, excavated Elasu C and made collections at Efu A and elsewhere (Fig. 2).

The main collections that we now report and discuss were recovered from Elasu C site
(Figs. 3-10). Others are from Efu A and from an unknown site (Figs. 11-14).

The decoration of potteries found at Elasu C consists only of Linear applique (Figs. 3-
5). Most are tempered with crushed shell.

The lithic industry consists mostly of blades and tools on blades, represented by arrow-
heads on blades (Figs. 6-11).

The radio carbon date of Elasu C site is B. P. 6510£90 (TK-511).

Despite many earlier works, the chronorogy of Neolithic age at Angangxi has remained
obscure. Until recently, all artifacts of the Neolithic culture were assigned to a single “Ang-
angxi microlithic culture”.

S. Kato (1963) and K. Hayashi (1968) recognized two stages : remains from cultural
layer represented by Elasu C belong to the earlier stage and remains from graves represend
by grave No. 1 (Figs. 15-16) belong to the later stage.

Zhao and Yao (1974) also recognized two groups: the one is represented by Moguqi
A; the other by Elasu A (Tab. 9).

The correlation of these two analyses is not certain, so the sequence of these three stages

is not sure.

Elasu CMoguqi A — Elasu A

grave
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K. Miyamoto (1985) insisted that Rocker pattern pottery relates Linear applique pottery
of Angangxi with Xinla lower layer. On the other hand, Linear applique pottery relates
Elasu C with Xinkailiu lower layer. Hence, Elasu C is estimated to be older than or at least
contemporary with “Amur net ware stage” in the coast, represented by Xinkailiu and
Kondon.

Neolithic cultures of the inland of the Far East are very complex and difficult to
understand.

From the view point of stone artifacts, Elasu C bears much similarity to Novopetrovka
culture, which is distributed in the Middle Amur river basin. The decoration of pottery of
Novopetrovka is also Linear applique, but not as uniform.

Other sites in the Middle Amur river, Gromatukha and Osinovoe Lake also possess Linear

applique pottery. Generally, their seriation is estimated as follows:
Novopetrovka /Gromatukha —— Osinovoe Lake

However, we need to attach importance to the similarity of Gromatukha culture to
Osipovka culture which is the pre-ceramic culture in the Lower Amur river. Recently, at
Gasha site, whose lithic complex is similar to Osipovka, pottery was recovered. This pottery
is one of the oldest potteries in the Far East, much older than Malyshevo.

Gromatukha culture includes Malyshevo ware, so, it is at least comtemporaneous with

Malyshevo. Thus, their seriation may be estimated as follows:

Osipovka — (Gasha) — Malyshevo (Lower Amur)
— Gromatukha (Middle Amur)

The ralationship between Gromatukha and Novopetrovka has remained obscure and need

reconsideration.

The contents of this paper are as follows.

1. Introduction
2. Sites near Angangxi
(i) Names of the sites
(i) Location of Elasu at Angangxi

(ili) Investigations at Angangxi
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3. Remains from Angangxi
(i) Aspects of Materials
(i) Remains from Elasu C
(a) Potsherds and clay artifacts
(b) Stone artifacts
{ii) Remains from Efu A and an unknown site
4. Discussion
(i) Pottery
(a) Pottery from Elasu C
(b) Linear applique ware
(i) Lithic artifacts
(a) Some complexes of Neolithic at Angangxi
(b) Arrowhead on blade
(¢) Graver
(d) Blade
(ifi) Neolithic age in the Far East
iv) Subsistence

5. Conclusion (Appendix. The radio carbon date)

Nlustrations
Fig. 1  Locations of Angangxi and related sites.
Fig. 2 Site map around Angangxi.
Fig. 3 Potsherds from Elasu C (1)
Fig. 4 Potsherds from Elasu C (2)
Fig. 5 Potsherds (3) and clay artifacts from Elasu C
Fig. 6 Stone artifacts from Elasu C (1)
Fig. 7  Stone artifacts from Elasu C (2)
Fig. 8 Stone artifacts from Elasu C (3)
Fig. 9 Stone artifacts from Elasu C (4)
Fig. 10 Stone artifacts from Elasu C (5)
Fig. 11 Potsherds from Efu A
Fig. 12 Stone artifacts from Efu A
Fig. 13 Stone artifacts from an unknown site (1)
Fig. 14 Stone artifacts from an unknown site (2)
Fig. 15 Pottries from the graves No. 1, 3, 4.
Fig. 16 Stone artifacts from the grave No. 1.
Fig. 17 Linear applique potteries in the middle valley of Amur river.
Fig. 18  The chronology of potteries of neolithic age (early half) in the coast of the Far East.
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Potsherds from Elasu C (1)
Potsherds from Elasu C (2)
Potsherds from Elasu C (3)
Potsherds from Elasu C (4)
Potsherds from Elasu C (5)
Stone artifacts from Elasu C (1)
Stone artifacts from Elasu C (2)
Stone artifacts from Elasu C (3)
Stone artifacts from Elasu C (4)
Clay artifacts from Elasu C
Potsherds from Efu A

Stone artifacts from Efu A and an unknown site

Stone artifacts from Efu A and an unknown site

Correlation of sites and localities in every report.

Blades and tools on blades from Elasu C (1)

Blades and tools on blades from Elasu C (2)

The disposition of Right-and-Left of blades from Elasu C.
Blades and tools on blades from Efu A and an unknown site (1)
Blades and tools on blades from Efu A and an unknown site (2)
The disposition of Right-and-Left of Blades from Elasu C.

The distribution of net impressed potteries.

Two complexes of stone artifacts at Angangxi.

Sizes of blades from Elasu C.

Sizes of blades from Efu A and an unknown site

Width of blades from Elasu C

Widths of blades from Efu A and an unknown site

Widths of blades from pitdwellings No. 1~8 of Novopetrovka .

Widths of blades from the districts of B 4, 5 of F trench at Tokoro shell mound.

The stratigraphic
The stratigraphic

change of the percentage of tools on blades at Ust’ Timpton.
change of the percentage of tools on blades at Bel’ kachi.
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