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Pottery from the Site of the Lelang Provincial Office in
Pyongyang, North Korea, the Eastern Outpost of the Chinese
Empire from the First Century B.C. to the Fourth Century A.D.

(I-III) : Summary

TANI Toyonodu

Lelang Province (¥iBEF) was one of local administrative organs of the Chinese Empire
in northern Korea, which existed there from the middle of the Western Han dynasty (108
B.C)) to the end of the Western Jin dynasty (A.D. 313). The site of the provincial office
is in a suburb of present-day Pyongyang city.

I have been examining the archaeological finds from the provincial office which were
excavated by HARADA Yoshito and KOMAI Kazuchika in 1935 and 1937 (Tani 1983), and
which are preserved in the University of Tokyo.

In this paper, I describe the pottery vessels and shards and examine their dates, forms,
making techniques, and location in the site.

1. Physical Property of the Pottery

501 specimens are classified into six groups according to physical properties.

1. gray pottery (soft) 297
2. gray pottery (hard) 8
3. talcum pottery 150
4. white coarse pottery 21
5. other non-glazed pottery 16
6. glazed stoneware 9

I, M. Gray Pottery (soft/hard) (Figs. 1,2,4-7,9-12,15,17-22,23-27; Pls. 1-15:1-9)

Gray pottery was made from levigated clay. The color of the vessels is gray, but it
varies from whitish to blackish.

Gray pottery includes tongbei fi#f cylindrical cups (Figs. 1,2; Pls. 1,2), dou & footed
bowls (Figs. 3,4; Pls. 3-6), small bo $k bowls (Figs. 6,7; Pls. 7:1-6; 8:1), small pen 4%
jars (Figs. 9,10; Pls. 10:1), steamers (Figs. 11,12; Pl 12:2,3), large pen 4 jars (Figs. 20-
22; Pls. 10:1-5), guan {# vases (Figs. 20-22,29; Pls. 10:6; 11; 12: 13:1), large weng %
jars (Figs. 22,30,31: Pls. 13:2), and others.
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V. Talcum Pottery (Figs. 33,34, 36-40; Pls. 15:12-14; 16; 17; 18:1-2)

This is brown or gray coarse pottery with a considerable amount of talcum particles.
It contains cooking pots like ding Wi tripods (Figs. 33,34; Pl 15:12-14; 16:1-4), flowerpot-
style jars (Fig. 36; Pl 16:5-7), medium size jars (Fig. 37,38; Pl 17:1-4), and large jars
(Fig. 39; PL 17:5-7).

V. White Coarse Pottery (Fig. 41; Pl. 15:10,11)

White coarse pottery is restricted to large weng % jars.

VI. Other Non-Glazed Pottery (Figs. 42,43:1-11; Pl. 18:5-7,9,10)
VI. Glazed Stoneware (Fig. 43:12-15; Pl 18:8)
V. Discussion

1. Dates of the Pottery

Within these groups, gray pottery (both soft and hard, except those in Figs. 19:22; 20:
11; 29:4; 32:1,2; Pls. 11:1 lower right; 5:6,7), talcum pottery, and white coarse pottery are
considered to be from the Lelang era. I call them the Lelang pottery. The dates of “other
non-glazed pottery” is unknown. Glazed stoneware belongs to later periods.

2. Chronology of the Lelang Pottery from the Office Site

It is difficult to establish comprehensive chronology of the pottery from the office site.
It is possible to date some of the pottery vessels from the office site by comparing the pottery
from the Han tombs in Pyongyang (fig. 44) with the Lelang pottery found in northern
Korea and Japan.

It is not known whether there is any pottery of the first century B.C. in the office site.
The possibly earliest pottery contains small guan vases with cord-mark impressions (Fig. 20:
1; 27:6) ahd flowerpot-style jars (Fig. 36-1:4). Compared with the funeral pottery in the
Lelang tombs, these vessels could date back to any point in time from the first century B.C.
to the first century A. D.

It is certain that the dates of the many vessels in the office site are between the first
and the third century A.D. Small guan vases with smooth surfaces (Fig.29:1-3; Pl. 15;2,3),
medium and large guan vases with cord-mark impressions (Figs. 20:8,10,12-15; Pls. 11:3;
12; 13:1), tongbei cylindrical jars, dou footed bowls, and ding tripods are estimated to be of
the first and second century. Small thin bo bowls (Fig. 7:6; Pls. 8:1), bird style nipple on
pottery lid (Fig. 22:11; Pls. 13:4) are dated to be of the third century.

3. Charcteristics of Lelang Pottery

(1) . Gray Pottery

Gray pottery contains tableware, cookware (except cooking pots) and storage vessels.
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Major forming techniques of gray pottery were coiling and beating.

Cord-mark impressions on the surface shows that cordwrapped beaters were used. Most
of the anvil markings on the interior contain traces of natural annual rings of wooden anvils
(Fig. 45:1-5). There are only two kinds of markings by incised anvils (Fig. 45:6-7). On
the interior of one shard were anvil markings made by the edge of a wooden disc (Fig.
45-8).

After it was formed, the whole vessel or a part of it was smoothed on a potter’s wheel.
Some small vessels were directly smoothed on wheels from clay coil without beating. It is
probable that some of the small vessels were thrown from a clay ball.

The vessels with flat bases were thrown or smoothed on wheels and were cut by passing
strings along the top of the wheelheads. The cut-off marks on the flat bases show that
wheels were stationary when the bases were cut (Fig. 47).

According to the funeral pottery in Pyongyang, the vases before the Christian era had
round cord-marked bases, and those after the Christian era had flat and plain bases.

This change shows that the techniques of smoothing or throwing on wheels and cutting
by strings became more popular in Lelang around the Christian era.

(2) Talcum Pottery

Talcum pottery contains cooking pots like ding tripods, flowerpot style jars and medium
size jars, and large storage vessels like weng jars. Talcum particles were probably added
mainly in order to improve refractoriness.

On the interior of the small and midium size vessels, impressions of cloths are often
found. This fact shows that the jars were formed on convex molds wrapped by cloths.

(3) White Coarse Pottery

White coarse pottery is restricted to large storage vessels.

Faint traces on the surface show that the vessels of this type were formed by coiling
and beating, and were smoothed on wheels.

3. Location of Pottery in the Site

The location of the excavated pottery in the office site shows the nature of the architec-
tural remains.

It is probable that the area around ditch 1 in area D, which Komai estimated to be a
floor heater, was the kitchen in the first and second century A.D., because ding tripods,
steamers and large storage jars were found around the ditch. The brick house in trench
B”, where the bronze ding tripod was found, is assumed to be the kitchen in the third

century, because the bricks of the house were of the same type as those of brick chamber
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tombs (around the third century), and also because the small thin b0 bowl of the third
century and steamers were found there. The buildings in areas F and G are assumed ‘to be
contemporary with the kitchen in area D because of the dates of the excavated pottery

vessels, and the fact that bricks of the brick chamber tombs were not used there.
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