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Pottery from the Site of the Lelang Provincial Office in
Pyongyang, North Korea, the Eastern Outpost of the Chinese -
Empire from the First Century B.C. to the Fourth Century A.D.

(1)

TANI Toyonobu

Lelang (Lo-lang) Province, which was located in northern Korea, was the eastern clonial
outpost of the Han, Wei and Western Jin dynasties. It was established in 108 B. C. after the
conquest of this region by the Western Han, and lasted until 313 A.D. The site of the Lelang
Provincial office in Pyongyang was excavated by Japanese scholars in 1935 and 1937, and
the excavated finds have been preserved in the University of Tokyo (Komai 1965, Tani 1983).
Examining these finds, the author intends to clarify the characteristics of the Lelang culture
as a local culture of ancient Chinese civilization, and to study the cultural relations among
the province, southern Korea and Japan. In the present paper, one part of the pottery vessels
are described. The rest shall be described in the next issue.

I. Physical Properties of the Pottery

The pottery is classified into several groups according to physical properties. Three
major groups are;

1. soft gray pottery

2. brown or gray pottery with considerable talcum particles

3. white coarse pottery
Other than these, there are hard gray pottery, soft brown pottery and glazed pottery, but
each small in quantity.

II. Soft Gray Pottery

Most of the pottery found at the site belongs to this category. It is made of fine levi-
gated clay without sand particles. The color of the vessels is gray, but varies from whitish
to blackish. The texture is softer than that of the gray pottery which was used in the
Central Plains of China during the Han dynasty. Color and hardness indicate that this kind
of pottery was fired in a reducing atmosphere at relatively low temperatures. Variations in
the shade suggest that firing was relatively uncontrolled.

Coiling and beating are fundamental forming techniques. The walls are usually smoothed
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by pinching and rotating. The lower parts of the vessels are often trimmed with wooden
knives.

The soft gray pottery of Lelang is more similar to the funerary pottery excated in Han
tombs of Liaoning peninsula (Hamada and Shimada 1933), both in respect to texture and
manufacturing techniques than to the gray pottery in the Central Plains.

(1) Tongbei [cylindrical cup] (Figs. 1, 2; Pls. 1, 2)

The vessels of this shape are rarely seen in surrounding areas.

Most of these vessels were concentrated in area D of the site, where large buildings of
the Provincial office stood. This disposition would suggest use of the vessels in those buil-
~ dings.

Figure 3 is a fragment of a tongbei excavated in northern Kyushu in Japan (Fukuoka-
ken Kyoiku linkai 1982). This is one of artifacts suggesting contacts between Lelang and
northern Kyushu.

(2) Dou [footed bowl] (Figs. 4, 5; Pls. 3-6 except Fig. 5:6 and Pl. 6:5)

One half of all dous excavated were unearthed in trench E’ where no buildings were
found.

One of the characteristics of the excavated pottery dous is unusual roughness both in
form and finish. They may have been intentionally made roughly for a special purpose,
since similar roughness cannot be seen in other vessels of this site.

In the Central Plains, the pottery dox was popular in the Warring States period and
frequently seen in the early Western Han, but not long thereafter it disappeared (Wang
1982). As the province was established during the middle Western Han period, it is deduced
that the pottery dou survived longer in Lelang Proviﬁce than in the Central Plains.

(3) Deng [lamp] (Fig. 5:6; Pl 6:5)

One broken artifact is most probably a deng.

(continue to the next issue)
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