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BB IhE O R & L DB

Monument of Lé-lang Provincial Office,

Pyongyang, North Korea

Toyo.nobu Tani

108 B. C., China (Western Han dynasty) sent troops to northern Korea and conquered
Old Korean Kingdom (#&iff). In order to rule the new territory, China established four
provinces (Ff) : Chen-fan (E#%), Lin-t‘'un (FEdL), Lé-lang (4438), and Hsuan-t‘u (Z%).
Soon formér two provinces were abolished and Hsuan-t‘'u was moved to inner region. Only
Lé-lang alone remained intact in the northwest of Korea until the fourth century A.D., and
influenced the formation of ancient culture in Korea and Japan. Lé-lang culture is one of
the keys to study ancient culture in the East Asia.

In 1935 and 1937, Yoshito Harada and Kazuchika Komai carried excavations at the site
of Lé-lang provincial office in Pyongyang, North Korea (Harada et al 1936, 1938, Komai
1965). Since then, the site has been investigated for several times. But compared with- the
importance of the site, the published reports are too brief. Recently the author found unpublished
but important records on the excavations by Harada and Komai. In this paper, using new
material the author reorganizes the information of the monument which was excavated by
them and points out some characteristics on the site, and makes discussions about them.
The- descriptions of the excavated finds which have been preserved in University of Tokyo

will be published elsewhere.

1. the Site

The site is located on the height on the southern bank of Taedong river, southwest of
urban area of Pyongyang (fig. 1). The site, which was discovered in 1913, is enclosed by a
mud wall with irregular plan. It measures about 700 meters east-west, 600 meters north-
south, and its area is about 31 hectares (fig.2). In the center of the enclosure, there is
a rectangular hill extending from northwest to southeast. Many relics have been collected in
its southern and northeastern slopes since the site was discovered. Among the finds, the
eaves-tiles inscribed with “Ta-Chin-Yuan-K‘ang (X %& ¢ FE)”, “Lé-Lang-Li-Kuan (#
i Er)”, and seal-clays inscribed with “Lé-Lang-T*ai-Shou-Chang (HHEASFE)” indicate that
there stood some important buildings of Lé-lang provincial office at least in the era of
Yuan-k‘ang (GCEE : 291-299 A. D.) in Western Jin dynasty.
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In 1935 and 1937, Yoshito Harada and Kazuchika Komai carried excaVations. In 1943,
Japanese archaeologists carried: investigations in the site, but the»ref_:ords were left in Pyong-
yang when they left there after World War II. Korean archaeologists have made investiga-

tions in the site, but the details of their archaeological studies on this site have not been

fully published.

II. . Excavations in 1935 and 1937

In 1935 and 1937, the site was investigated for three times: March in 1935, from Sep-
tember to October in the same year, and from May to June in 1937. In these seasons, several
test trenches and excavation areas were dug. All the trenches and excavation areas except
trench A were located in the northeastern slope of the central hill (fig.2, 3, PL 2).

The outlines of each trench and area are as follows.

Trench A-A’ (P1.3): Several stones, roofing tiles and bronze arrow heads were found.

Trench G (west part): In the western part of this trench, a round water well and a
brick structure were found. The diameter of the weéll is-1.35 meter, and its wall was const-
ructed from brick’ which is the same as that of brick chamber tombs of Lé-lang period. The
brick structure is almost rectangular in plan, 4.24 meters east-west, 3.17 meters north-south,
and 1 meter deep. (Pl.4)

Trench B-B’-B’” (fig.7, 8): In trench B, B’ and south ‘part of trench B’ was dis
covered brick pavement which is about 35 meters long and 4 meters wide. The brick is 31
centimeters long, 16 centimeters wide, and 6 centimeters thick. The shape of the brick is as
same as that of the brick chamber tombs of Lé-lang period (P, 5). In the middle of trench
B’ were found stones and bricks which représent a building. The area of these stones and
bricks is 10 meters long and 4 meters wide. In this area, a bronze ding (§1) was ‘dis-
covered (PL6, 7, 8-1). In the northern part of trench B” was found a ditch constructed
from slabs. The ditch is about 20 meters l'ong and 42 centimeters wide (P1,8—2). ‘

Area G (fig. 10): This excavation area is in the east of trench B’’. There are some stone
post- bases, a ditch constructed from slabs, and pebbles which are placed to fill a rectangular
area (2 meters long and 0.7 meter wide), etc. (Pl.9, 10)

In trench B-B’-B’ and area G, there were large buildings, but they were rebuilt several
times during Lé-lang period, and were destroyed in after age.

Trench E-E’: Only some relics were found in these trenches (Pl.1-1).

Area C, trench C, C-D, trench D ‘and area D (fig. 10): In the west side of area C, five

stone post bases were found (Pl.11-1). The floor among five stone -post bases was mor-
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tared. In the east part of trench C, some slabs and bricks were found (Pl.12-2). Between
trench C and trench D, some relics were found, but no structure was discovéréd. In trench
D and south side of area D, brick paving was found. The brick is 33 céntimeters long and
25 centimeters wide. The conciition of baving indicated'ihéf the pavément had been vrebuilt
during Lé-lang pe?iod (P1:12-2). Under the level of this brick paving, two blind ditches
constructed from slabs (Pl.13-1) and a tomb were discovered. The coffin of the tomb was
made from roofing tiles which were used in Lé-lang period (Pl.14). In the northern part
of area D, several stone post bases and pit were found (Pl.13-1).

Area F (fig.10): The southern part of area F and northern side of area D were destru-
cted by rebuilding of the later age. In the northern part of this area, the north and west
edge of house foundation were found. This foundation is datable to Lé-lang period.

Trench H: Brick paving was found. The brick is rectangular. Paving pattern is differ
ent from that of trench B-B’-B””. In the two test pits in thé north of trench H, only roof-

ing tiles of the later age were found.

III. Discussion

In this chapter, the author concentrates on some problems concerning the site. Through
the arguments, it is confirmed that Lé-lang and contemporary North ‘China had some
common features as regards architecture and burial. ' |

1. Most of the excavated structures are datable to Lé-lang period. - On the basis of the
directions of the structures and distribution of finds, it is possible to estimate more exact
data of each structure. It is certain that the structures in area C and soﬁtherp part of area
D are earlier than the brick pavement in trench B-B’-B’/ and brick ‘stvructure in trench
G.

2. Unlike the contemporary Chinese architecture, none of the excavated strdcturés point
to the north or east. The author estimates that Lé-lang structures; case was exceptional and
was caused by the topographical condition.

3. Excavated stone post bases indicate that the buildings of Lé-lang were similar to
those of contemporary North China. .

4. Some of ditches may be a part of heatmg fac1hty =uch as those in the Koguryo (I—J'
5)E8) palaces and temples (or such as Roman hypocaust).

5. The coffin of roofing tiles are similar to those in North China and Lé-lang province

durihg Han dynasty and a little bit later.
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