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The Participation Process of a ‘Difficult’ Child in a Nursery School

: An Analysis from a Relational Viewpoint.
Ikuko GYOBU

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how a four-year-old boy, who had been deemed
as a ‘difficult’ child by teachers and peers, came to participate in the joint activities
in a nursery school, in terms of the relations with teachers and peers. The process of es-
tablishing his identity, being accepted and treated as a full member of the community,
is analyzed using the framework of Lave and Wenger's (1991) “Legitimate Peripheral
Participation (LPP).” Lave and Wenger conceive of identities as the long-term, living
relation between persons and their place through the gradual participation in communi-
ties of practice. A long-term observation was made using VCR, once a week from Apr.
1993 through Dec. 1993. The micro behavior analysis was used to clarify the interaction
with peers and teachers. The change of his identity in the participation process was in-

terpreted in the framework of LPP.
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