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The analysis of the content of attribute listing from natural categories.

Akiko KAIDA

£ B

Attribute listing is a common method of exploring the nature of natural categories. In
this article, the content of listed attributes were examined. One hundred and twenty-six
categories were used ; 11 artifacts and 7 natural kind superordinate category terms, and
108 basic level category terms. (From each of superordinate category, 6 basic level cate-
gories were used.) Forty-four subjects listed attributes for each item. Listed attributes
were classified into 8 categories ; visual, audio, perceputual (non visual-audio), functional-
use, ability-state, source, part, and categorical attributes. The number of listed attributes
of each attribute categories were compared by naturalness (artifacts or natural kinds ) and
by level of categories (basic level or superordinate level). The result mainly indicated that
basic level categories elicit more visual and part attributes than superordinate categories,
and natural kinds elicit more visual, perceptual, part and categorical attributes than arti-

facts.
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