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Understanding (Moi) Through H. Wallon’s Idea of (L’autre Intime)

Tadashi NISHIHIRA

If we consider {moi) as substance, that is, as self-conclusively, self-contained and self-
identifically without others, it is impossible to explain how {(moi) enters into relation with
others and how {(moi) will be able to change.

But if we do not regard {moi) as substance, how should we regard it?

I propose to ex-

amine {moi) using H. Wallon’s idea of (l’autre intime) (the other inside one’s self) as focal

point.

The relation between (moi) and {l’autre intime) should enable us to understand the

structure of the {(moi). This internal relationship between {(moi) and {I’autre intime) means
that {moi) is not independent but posseses a differantiations inside.

So this paper proposes that {moi) is not substance but it is itself relation.

If we can think

of the being-structure of {moi) in this way, we should be able to understand how {(moi) enters

into relationship with others and we can understand {(moi) as process.

This paper takes a

first step in explaining how an understanding of (moi) as relation resolves the two issues of
relationship with others and change in the self.
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