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A Study on the Policy of the Binary System in Higher
Education in England and Wales

—Social Origins of Polytechnics Students—

Chiyoko TOYOTA

This paper attempts to examine the policy of the binary system in higher education in

England and Wales.
working class students,

In particular, from a viewpoint of education for mature students and
the writer pays attention to the polytechnics which constitute the

binary system. First, the policy of polytechnics is made clear through the speech by Anthony
Crosland who was the Secretary of State and through 1966 government White Paper, ‘A

Plan for Polytechnics and Other Colleges’.
in relation to education for working class.

Second, the policy of polytechnics is explained
Third, by clarifying the actual percentage of

working class students and mature students in polytechnics, the policy cf the polytechnics

is re-examined.

The conclusion here is that the polytechnics don’t attract many working class students
and that the policy of education for working class must be made in consideration of their

own culture.
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# 1 Manchester Polytechnic Z3si3% mature students D

David Murphy (M)

BA (Hons) Salford University (specialising in Politics and Sociology)

Course: BSc Mathematics
Qualifications:
Employment: University Lecturer in Sociology

Emily White (M)

Coure: Manchester Poytechnic Diploma in Local History
Qualifications: MA (Oxon) gained in 1942-45

Certificate in Housing Management
Employment: Has taken early retirement

Keith Martin
Course:

Qualifications:

Employment:

M)
BA (Hons) Law
GCE Ordinary Level subjects studied at Denstone College, Uttoxeter, twenty years

ago
Owns a chain of shoe shops including Bells of Buxton and Hiils of Macclesfield

Kath Walsh (F)

Course: Higher National Certificate in Graphic Design
Qualifications: Five subjects at GCE Ordinary Level

GCE Advanced Level Art. Wythenshawe College of Further Education
Employment: Art Technician at Ellen Wilkinson High School. Manchester

Tadeo Nyakoojo (M)

Course: IFST Graduate Diploma in Food Science and Technology
Qualifications: GCE Advanced Level Physics. Chemistry. Mathematics (taken in Uganda)

Higher National Diploma in Food Technology (taken at Manchester Polytechnic)
Employment: Technologist at Northern Foods (Park Cakes) concerned with the development of

new lines

Edward Nolan (M)

Course: BA (Hons) in Business Studies
Qualifications: Eight subjects at GCE Ordinary Level
Two subjects at GCE Advanced Level, Hayward Grammar School
Higher National Certificate. Manchester Polytechnic
Employment: Greater Manchester Transport Computer Systems Design concerned with purchase

ledger, sales ledger, stock control and payroll systems.

i1

1985/86 Part-time and Short courses, Manchester Polytechnic, Manchester Polytechnic Publica-

tion Unit, p.p. 4~5 X hiEE
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% 2 Middle Class or White Collar H{E D=4

Father’s occupation Degree studedts Othse{u{itlrll'ttslme Oth:guﬁiggglme All students
% with father in non-manual 64 65 51 60

(or ‘white collar’) occupation

Z 3 Social class students on non-degree courses, by subject area (percentages)

Faculty
Father’s occupation

ET S SAB PV LLA All
1 7 13 10 13 19 11
2 24}47 26}56 35}63 29}61 24}60 29} Non-Manual=57
3 16 17 18 19 17 17
4 14 11 5 9 6 10
5 3}42 3}46 2}26 32}25 3}16 3} Manual=30
6 25 22 19 13 7 18
Other (deceased. unemployed, etc.)

7 6 9 9 16 9
No response 4 3 2 5 7 5
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Number in sample 1256 429 719 1501 207 4112

Z 4 Social class of students on degree courses in polytechnics by subject area (percentages)

Faculty
Father’s occupation -

ET S SAB PV LLA All
1 11 10 14 14 10 12
2 33}63 32}62 36}68 38}65 38}66 34} Non-manual =64
3 19 20 18 13 18 18
5 9 7 7 7 7 8
6 2}29 2}27 1}22 2}22 3}24 2} Manual =25
7 18 18 14 13 14 16
Other (deceased, unemployed etc.)

4 6 5 6 6 5
No response 4 5 4 7 4 6
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Number in sample 1134 834 1287 279 456 3790

Subject areas
In order to facilitate comparisons between subject areas, courses were grouped together in ’faculty’
types derived from the Department of Educat.on and Science Classification. The catagories used
were:
1. Medical, Health and Welfare (MHW)
Engineering and Technology (ET)
Science (S)
Social, Administrative and Business Studies (SAB)
Professional and Vocational Studies (PV)
Language, Literature and Area Studies (LLA)
Music, Drama, Art and Design (MDAD)
F 2ot : J. Whitburn, M. Mealing, C. Cox, People in Polytechnics, Society for Research into
Higher Education at the University of Surrey Guildford Surrey, 1976, p. 75
EI3oHH: @Ak, p. 184
3 K40 HE. p. 185
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B S, thBES (social class background) DA
B4 v 5y 7 R & LT, Register General’s Classifica-
tion IZESWIFAEDREOBRESLHV, I.
sional, . Intermediate, I. Skilled, IV. Semi-skilled,
V. Unskilled W5 08pE->TH58, XL, =
D4%EL, manual occupation & non-manual occupa-
tion XEETHLVIRRE DI BHLETVHTH, &
hoFERicHF <, EEOMN. Skilled # X512, non-
manual (IINm) & manual (IIM) &3 Tw5,
5LTC, #RALNL6D6DDH 7Y —H{EKL, 1
26 3 % non-manual, 3 7¢3>%, middle-class or white
collar occupations & U T, %7z, 425 6 % manual,
3 723>, working-class occupations & trd D & &
HLTW5BY, ZoORHScESL, 1972—73 FORE
(EMMEE) X > TELRICONLUTORRTHS .75
B, CORBCNTHBOHEY 77 =7 RAELDOHER
1%, 52% TH->7=®,

T2, RBOBELFELE L LA, non-manual
(middle class or white collar) BT 5 ¢Ex M5
SN, 280K Y T2 =0 ARV T D L0BHFET D
SERRLTWD, Thie, &RV 727 =75, #g5],
LB (subject) BliCHEELTAHAD L, 23, KUY 77 =
7 ZAfHE R CiX, non-manual OEEDEIEIT0%%AE
ZTWIeRY T 7 =7 AN 2K, 60BUTRTERWD
ORIl 2R TH oTe. Fhe, TOEIEMN
RIEDHFHE TS 41% ThHhol, SO EMD, —IG,
middle class or white collar 23K Y 57 =7 A KT
HELEDYHY EX HDSEREHRL LTI VDT
N5 5 M,

¥ro, HEHTHBLLSE, A5 A
BALC, South West iZiX non-manual 3% <, North-
East and Midlands zi%, manual (EpEREEL D%
ENRLSCI ENELNICR T, EBIC, 7ES
A T A= b 2 A3 —- AU, FHEIERE
BB R NE IR TV DY,

Wiz, EIRVEADNDL, a—AD XA FTRELRFEC
BT AEBECONTEE Ly, FE3X, 7451 4
RO — + 24 LD non-degree courses [ZAEE LT
DFEEOHF LSRRI OSMCONT, i, K4,
degree courses IZFEE L TV AFELEDTITNERLIZL D
THE, ThohDUTOZ Evbhd,

Bz, 2 — AMOHEIC I\ T, XBAH manual
work IZEE LTV BREOEE, Tiebb, HEHEME
S B DA DEISIY, degree courses 5325% TH B D
=Xt L, non-degree courses Ti130% & EF 5\l %

Profes-

I — R

PR T

mLic, ¥, qﬂﬁﬁﬁ’%ﬁﬂj&@iiéi, degree courses
DEE64%, non-degree courses DEE57% TH » 1z,

B, ¥R HBERERD () =— 2 VI,
BT
KEWZ ENWRREINT, ¥, non-degree courses Tk,
ET io$\ CHBERRO SRS, 4206C, HIE
HROE (479%) HET SREERL TS, L
L, SAB, PV, LLA L\ fe:85ClE, HEERRO
&, ThETh26%, 25%, 16% &P ltoTb,
CHIERL, ChbOERICOT, FEREOBE
R602HIBE EB TV B, GE-T, HBERHOBET
BT, FHEOENRKEVEFT > TInDH 5, KRIT,
degree courses T}, FEHMICEKFTEH ) =—2 a v
MIE T, HBHERROEEOLIEL, 23%5 529
%, FERGDUBE, 629505689 & V4 LI Ml %
RUTe, Ee, HEEEROBE, ET LSicwsid
BEIEN29% L27% T, oML D SETFE VT &23
bbb,

BTG, BIRCR SRR 5 b, O)HBEER
HE DA H degree courses X 9 % non-degree cours-
es CEFEL L, #Hig, ET RS KW THEETHH
ck, @—ic, H@ERGZOBAN SAB, PV, LLA
v ET RO Siwg\\z &, (3)degree courses Ti,
L TOFFIT B\ THRERFERIEREI A EU L Twb 2 &,
WoWT, Bl L @ EM RT3 2 BEB & oBEE
ERWTHELR,

b B %éb%[‘%é&@%’:éhﬂi degree courses {3\ T
HTFDLECHEBZ, EDX5KELZLRTVWHDTHA
50% 74 b=V EL, HEBO¥NHGCE-A v
23 L TU v (‘under-achievement’) = & %1853
BEEBIR, 7 ==Y RO R, HEER
iz & - T “university ethos % degree-type work (X
AT LS b LR &), HihER
WHET D L SR TV 2EFHERL S LEEOEREH
BALXS &L TwaB,

R, non-degree courses @ ET S DFEIFIT I\
CH BB D EIE P HIIE L\ 5 BRIV TE
ZTHEXS5, chiX, BIETHEMNLE, “HEEREKDO
A &L, Bt A 4 -7z more-technical college
type ethos ZIFMTH” &\ 5,7 — 33—t Y RITX
BERFE—IGRIETHEDEE LD Lk, L
L, degree courses DOFE, HEEMHZOEISIL, ET
KEWTETREWRL LD, OBBICRFHEIEG LT
EHIED BB EFADPEBMTHD, 2—RADFA T
REAL T —~—F0REBY—RILTDC LIIER

degree courses X b % non-degree courses
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#: 5 Mature studedts from working-class backgrounds analysed by sex (percentages)
%5 of mature students who % of all students who
Course were working-class were working-class

Male Female All Male Female All

Degree 25 33 26 26 24 25

Full-time 25 26 25 27 22 24

Part-time 30 15 27 36 23 34

All students 28 21 26 30 23 28

Number in sample 1749 4351 2208 6925 2030 9035
~100% —100%

1 s oligh: J. Whitburn, M. Mealing, C. Cox, People in polytechnics, 1976, p. 128
7% 6 Social class of students in different universities (percentages)
- R . Men Women

I-11 IIINm IHIM-V Total I-11 IIINm IIM-V Total

Cambridge 33 7 10 100 91 3 6 100

Oxford 77 9 14 100 87 5 8 100

London 64 11 25 100 75 9 16 100

Other Eng. 52 13 35 100 66 10 24 100

Wales 43 11 46 100 58 11 32 100

Notes: Source: Kelsall 1957

# 7 Social class of degree students in polytechnics 1972-3

Poly. sample I-1I IIINm IIIM-V Other M/A Total No. in sample
Men 37 18 26 5 5 100% 3215
Women 5 17 24 4 5 100% 866

=1 F6 -FE7oH48: J. Whitburn, M. Mealing, C. Cox, People in polytechnics, 1976, p. 78

NHBHI OB,

X bz, degree courses D4 T DL T, BEHLFIHE
FREZ AL L TWBEBICOVT, 7 b oS—v R,
degree courses "D AFIET S GCE-A Vv <A DE&
et L Cuis ERB@ERICE o), BREL
TZhbDAxZHEEREL DL “BiRrT %" (‘filtering
out’) MEEILIe o T2 HIL ERBF T 530,

PLE, RYVF7 =0 RCBTHHEERRLEEOFEL
DEEGE, PEEHRO HEE WL TARATELL, K
2, HEHEERDOF 2T - AF 2 —F v FOEEIZD
W, AEEREYRTEEL, (E5E8R)

CORETE, FEDUBHRF 27 + AT 2a—7F
v (BRUEDRAEE) ThHZLE, b, X
D 5 HD26%HHEEERIG THD Z LW LIS
hic, TORRNLTBE, KUY T2 =721, H@HE
Bk oA, ‘second chance education’ D&%+

DFTIMEL TV D LT LS E 2 CATREMEA R < TR
Dl B,

5 LicEYEE LSO, LITFTIL, R, Poly-
technic of North London = X ZFFKILL ¢, k¥
CRTHHEREREEY 727 =7 2B TH Ry L
BWatL, RV T2 =7 ANWEHEERCETIHERS
DIRZEHBR L T B ONENERRIT LIV,

E6ROETIL, 195TFECEITEREEDOMERERE,
1972—T73FEDK Y T2 = 7 RFELEDOBERHER L B L7
LDTHD, S THWICRFRETST—&1%, KV
T =0 AOMAEREE LRI\ iod, ZHEOEMEL
BT A& TH BN, VY b+ (Little) &v-rK
—#—F (Westergard) X T, “SBkIERAER
DIk, RECEFTLHEEERFEEOEGDOERGE VL
RifTlebhTIlhaho2” WS Z ENEEZH, *
72, A. 7& v b (Joan Abbott) % 1965F 1z r ¥ v X
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FHRIAV ML, “LEIEHRT, RBCAETHHEE
BB OEIGAEIML TR &5 & ERRThis h ik
FRFRE B D7 EBRRXT B2 b, BEBEOK¥ED
BB K E LB b DL EL, HBOXGRE
IhicbDTHHY, i, KECHETH ZORERE
1% X5 InFEBRER LR TRESFEL, £5Lk
RO L CTHEBRR OB T ER 10 TH Db, Xt
RERCTIHFOREOSORELHE TS LHE
2, HEEETCT 5 BHERIILFT IOV TORRS
EOEBREETHEEL L CORBHNERIRZDOR LS,

CDX3 M EERLTCEORY B LLEES, 71
PRV ERIRE, RITFI=7 R, Y — 1
(social class I and II) DE|E&NEER/ NIV R, 3HE)
FPEF: (manual work backgrounds) HiH o4 0E|
&%, #£6 0 ‘Other English’ ® ‘Wales’ kit k
FOr—RFERELRT L, #oT, “REMMI
NTCKRY T2 =27 A, LYIECHERIBERON 4 1A
VOB ERMETD IR LTI Dh g
Lhicw” LOFMBEIRTH3Y, 0F ), Ly
®, second chance education DAR+4yiniR O A REM:
LBRTELTY, K T2 =721, Yo AMHE
BLUC, HEEERCNT2HERSOBRCE LA
LTt L 2 Tiayy, SRS 5 5M Y
ThHEELL D,

B, KRFEERY T2 =7 ACETHFEEORRER
BT BB, S hUNebThebhTsy, flxl
FFu Fy v, 1971F LR2EORHERSICE ST,
RV T2 =7 RFEDOHEBBRIEIKRFDr — 2 LFLL
TWaZ EEERHLTNS,

B, 2B LEFE L OMEEEYRY, BF
HE T REROEE G TIC L - THET S
L5, FIECRNKREEDWTHEE LV, ok
DI, BEFBFOHIERETHEE, LHrbIEY
T/ =7 RERFEC KT DM RO FEZEN B
BDERNDENEPITOWT, FF ¥ v vd Enfield Col-
lege of Technology DA ZNREL T - 1cRE
R (L971F L 2B OREREFH LIER »bibH%k
BldztrlL X5,

Thiz X hi¥, BEEFTCHT2BEROTE L2
BRIz X - TR B DO TR WZ E25REhE, Zh
i, RSB OAN&IL, ERAMRORE L OBERE
EV o RBANLEY T2 =27 AT ShEE 2R
LT3 EEBLDH, REBROALIL, Mmoo
HOME L BEE L BB RIET S EEXL DR A RFEY
FLOL” o, “HEERES, BHNTL 21 TOBEH

BHE LIRS EY 77 =7 2 UTEEELZ
TWB2” LW HBIBCERE2RT20THS S,
U3} —#HDERMNS, ¥V F7 =7 Rk}
LEEDHRBEERIKFEOr — 2 EFLLTED,
ZTDOEMIFERE TH- T, &R, HBHEREHT O
FHEENC DI L0, REBRYEERRE
Wols, BERIZX > TESHB RN THEECRBIIE
RBHLDTRRWZ EDRBELIC IR,

DX R, BENOELYETIESHFKE
DENI L >TZE, H L OHBHEREROS AN TR
BHEVS, HIPHE LHBEBROMBELRRE LR
BADBIEZEY PRIV DTHDEEL LD, ¥,
RFEE BRI -T2 4 TOEELRET 2 5SHEKE
DRRIC L - T, TEHEZOALNOHEEEDOIKAS
By, Thi@l TEEEOBELXHEBEL XS L 1L,
IRARZ Y FOTALBORWETARAM EE 2500
L7ch\y,

V B

BT, oo LB E TR ORE RVEE - /&
LTLEOINE, HRLRELOFEELYHE L, £
T, BB, THBERRICEL > TOHEFIEVSHEA
2L ELT, FEEOMDL, Zu/tBORCHET S
MR EREL Thi\,

19604, HAMNBRKBHRAOThOHFT, BKHFHEEH
LEOGNTIEB Y 27, BEHEFRCE CHEREOHRIZ
RARED, BECIRHEE SEHERBEIFEEL T AR
EEWTIE, ThERTA7vs 7 —+ & LTIFTRGE
PHTE T2 2EBRh o ET 25, FIEMHER O,
T, BREMBANRE LY — P ERNEEOE
W, ERPRERETAIFY R, BEombEeE
L, FREESLSRYV T 7 =27 RDFTIIC LT, Fio,
EFOMA—T v =T = F L BORTILL 5T,
BERBAODOETRELFERL 2. LrL, FARK, %
TR —EOME N RE L,

Voap—F =T I A MNVYRRRTWB LS, 4F
)V ADEEZE L, EXRBBREY AR TILDIET S,
Dl VREIhICREIEZEE L X A4 L X » TiBbh,
TV ER—AZIRTVWAEY, 20z L, FERI,
HEMEH D X EI EOBEI X - T, BUEREL
MENDT EXFEHRT S, L LT, Bt ThHs14 ¥
YRARRWT, R, 2oz &8, 6oL E/MmEE
REBORCRBM I AR/REAECLET L L,
BT, HBERRCE TR T2 =2 2ADEED
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HHD LI hTdIiY, BURREY 1 FOMES GRS
PIEEFEREER T =) — r EBOMES) Tk
<, HEEEBRORETHEELE, FhickkSH
fEBUCAI L CEORE LR LUER T ks B X h 3
RETHY, AFTRTERL LS, HEEEROSSE
HEBY, BHC BEABLEATA O AT &
DHRTIE, HEBSOE RO TOME MR I
o, Thid, HEAEETCK LT, #HEBS YR
RKTHEFEHEEY B LW LDTIRL, EDXSEHEE
BDIEREND DHEN B, TR D M- 3 h A
LAMETHY, “OLEELIBE, HHEOAEL

JENDFEHPUNRICERIND Z L/ b 3D LR,

D Eognb, #R, ZaBiRae, MEaEEsc
ESTOHEHE] Lo FEFENORADRINZEE &
LTHEL T EExbh, FY 57 =7 &%, ¥
FHERITH T 2 HEBREBOS & L THyickiEL C
WhEIEEzRVERDbRS,
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