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The School and the Community in the Progressive Education Movement

—A Study of the Gary Schools in the 1910s—

Kenichiro MivamoTo

In this paper, I aim to illustrate the social functions of the progressive education move-
ment, focusing on the Gary Schools. The analysis of the Gary Schools will prove that

(1) the progressive education movement in the 1910s appeared to be making every

effort 'to construct a community;

(2) as a matter of fact, the movement created “social order” instead of “community.”

The Gary Schools at that time, which were praised highly by many educators including
John Dewey, were among the most famous and influential progressive schools. Shortly
after U.S. Steel set up a factory at the south shore of Lake Michigan, the place was named
Gary and experienced a rapid growth of the population. The city became crowded and
disordered by many newcomers, most of whom were immigrants from East and South Europe.
Educators in Gary convinced the people that the schools were making every effort to
construct a “community,”—to give the people autonomy, to form their attachment for the
place, and to establish a personal relationship, by minimizing the social and racial conflicts
in Gary. But the fact was that the educators sought for social order via the public schools,
using the word “community” instead of ‘“order.” In consequence, the Gary Schools, as
community centers, provided the people help and support at the expense of the autonomy
of the people. The people in Gary believed that the schools were always on their side.
In fact, they were under an illusion.
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Time Regular Studies Time Special Studies
Class- Basement Garden
room I I I v Attic Auditorium Playground
‘Workroom
Laboratory
8:45-10:15 1A 2A 3A 4A 8:45- 9:30 1B 3B 2B 4B
: 9:30~10. 15 2B 4B 1B 3B
10:15-11:45 1B 2B 3B 4B 10:15-11:00 1A 3A 2A 4A
11:00-11:45 2A 4A 1A 3A
1:00~ 2:30 1A 2 A 3A 4 A 1:00- 1:45 1B 3B 2B 4B
. 1:45- 2:30 2B 4B 1B 3B
2:30- 4:00 1B 2B 3B 4B 2:30~ 3:15 1A 3A 2A 4 A
3:15~ 4:00 2A 4A 1A 3A
» Science | Manual IB/IIL;sVching Play

v i Vi I Arts Litera-

ture
8:45-10:15 5B 6B 7B 8B 8:45- 9:30 5G 7G 6G 8G
9:30-10:15 6G 8G 5G 7G
10:15-11:45 5G 6G 7G 8G 10:15-11:00 5B 7B 6B 8 B
11:00-11:45 6B 8B 5B 7B
1:00- 2:30 5B 6B 7B 8B 1:00- 1:45 5G 7G 6 G 8G
_ 1:45- 2:30 6G 8G 5G 7G
2:30- 4:00 5G 6G 7G 8G 2:30- 3:15 5B 7B 6 B 8B
- ' 3:15- 4:00 6B 8B 5B 7B

¥ 1D Burris: op. cit. pp.13-14
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Comparison of Annual Time Allotment of Gary and of Fifty Representative Cities

Average number | Average number | per cent. of per cent. of
Subjects of hours allotted | of hours allotted | total elementary | total elementary
in Gary in 50 cities time in Gary time in 50 cities
The Three R’s:
Reading 1,323 1,280 12 15
Language 798 864 7 10
Spelling 496 482 4 6
Writing 329 388 3 5
Arithmetic 958 1,008 9 12
Total 3, 904 4,022 35 48
The Fundamentals:
The Three R’s 3,904 4,022 35 48
Geography 238 539 2 6
History 339 496 3 6
Science 567 331 5 4
Total 5, 048 5, 388 45 64
Special Subjects:
German 62 1
Music 188 367 2 4
Auditorium 1,600 899 14 11
Drawing and Manual Training 1,605 887 14 10
Physical Training and Play 2,697 927 24 11
Total 6, 152 3,080 55 36
Total 11, 200 8, 468 100 100

# 1) Flexner/Bachman: op. cit. p. 230.
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Gary Indiana U.S.
1911-12 | 126.1(86.8)| 135.9(80.9)| 115.6(73.2)
1912-13 | 125.5(85.8)| 121.3(79.2)| 115.6(73.2)
1913-14 | 142.3(89.9)| 125.6(80.4)| 117. 8(74.5)
1914-15 | 137.2(90. 4| 127.9(81.9)| 121.2(76. 1)
1915-16 | 146.4(89.4)| 127.4(82.2)| 120.9(75.5)

¥ 1) Flexner/Bachman, op. cit. p.253, Report of
Commissioners of Education, 1913-1917 % %

T&5, (E3) L WEEDMER
%3 HEEIAYIOEH
Emerson Froebel Indiana U.s.
Administrative and general service $10.05 $ 8.48 $ 0.93 $ 1.01
Operation and maintenance 16.85 10. 28 25.69 16.09
Instruction 47.74 33.61 25.15 24. 60
Total 74, 64 52.37 51.77 (47.91) 41.72

# 1) Bachman/Bowman, pp.46-47; Report of the Commissioners of Education 1917
T2 4vF . 7FMHADAD 25000 HH10GDEEFETOER LTI TILAT.91 Vv &ie D,
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Total for

Eleven Parks One School
Population 800, 000 20, 000
First cost, less land $2, 000, 000. 00]  $300, 000. 00
Annual Maintenance | $ 440, 000.00, $100, 000. 00

Annual Attendance

Indoor gymnasium 310, 000 1, 000, 000
Shower baths 1, 325, 000 500, 000
Outdoor gymnasium 2, 000, 000 2, 000, 000
Swimming pool 725, 000 300, 000
Assembly halls 270, 000 1, 000, 000
Club rooms 70, 000 50, 000
Reading rooms 600, 000 1, 000, 000
Lunch rooms 520, 000 20, 000

i 1) Wirt: “Utilization of School Plant,” op. cit.
pp. 61-62
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£ 1) Flexner/Bachman: op. cit. p. 186
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