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The Development of Verbal Behavior (IV)

Pointing in Mother-Infant Interaction:

Longitudinal Study of

Infants from 13 to 30 Months Old

Toshiko TATSUNO, Kozue SAITO, Sumie TAKEI, Misako OGINO and Kikuko OHAMA

The present paper examined the development of pointing in the context of a mother-infant

interaction.

Infants and toddlers of 13, 17, 21, 24 and 30 months were video-taped while looking

at picture books with their mothers. Every pointing by infants and its accompanying vocalization

as well as mothers’ speech preceding infants’ pointing were analyzed.

It was demonstrated that

pointing was used not only because of the lack of linguistic ability but rather as a complementary
behavior: pointing and vocalizing completed each other.
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