KEHEREIZHLTALVZ VYA -2V TV V
DR Gl I ¥

HABHEHRR
E R ¥ B -=Z H & K -F H H —

The Quantitative Analysis of the Reference Collection in a University Library

Masao NAGASAWA, Itsuo MIURA and Shin’ichi TODA

A total of 2867 foreign reference materials included in the reference collection of the Interna-
tional Christian University Library were quantitatively analysed as a means of evaluating the
characteristics of the collection.

After dividing the reference materials into two categories, non-serials and serials, the following
aspects were examined respectively: types of reference books; subject fields covered; nationalities
of publishers; languages used; dates of publication; volumes of individual titles; editions; types
of editors; types of publishers; and for serial reference materials, birth and death date; frequency;
and holdings of the library.

Lastly, individual titles in the collection were checked against the titles listed in Sheehy’s Guide
to Reference Books (9th ed.) to see the rate of holdings as of July 1980.

Findings are presented in a series of tables and graphs.
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