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The Behavior of autistic children in a strange situation

Keiichi ONuUK1

Using Ainsworth-Wittig strange-person strange-situatio'n procedure, 21 autistic children were
compared with 16 5-year-olds. The preliminary results shggested that (1) there was no. dif-
ference between autistic children and S5-year-olds with respect to the amount of physical
contact to mother; (2) the presence of stranger had little effect on the behavior of autistic
children. However, individual differences suggested that more research is needed to assess
attachment patterns or attachment phases of autistic children.
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