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The Development of Verbal Behavior (II)

Mother-Infant Interaction in Play Situations:

A quasi-longitudinal study of infants from 2 to 17 months old

Toshiko TATSUNO, Kozue SAITO, Sumie TAKEI, Misako OGINO and Kikuko OHAMA

Our basic assumption is that the language acquisition is related to the pre-verbal communication
patterns already established between mother and infant in early months of life.
The nature of early interaction was explored in a quasi-longitudinal study of 16 mother-infant

dyads.

Eight infants for months 2-5, four infants for months 6-11, four infnats for months

12-17 and their mothers were observed once a fortnight at their home.
In this second report, data of 125 semi-structured play sessions were analyzed. It was demon-
strated that episodes of object(toy)-centered mother-infant interaction were frequent during all

the period of our observation.

However, it was revealed that the nature of mother-infant

interaction became increasingly diverse and more complexe through the analysis of functions and
types of behavior (looking, gesture, vocalization) of mothers and infants.
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