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Article 3

1. In all actions concerning children, whether
undertaken by public or private social welfare institu-
tions, courts of law, or administrative authorities, the
best interest of the child shall be a primary considera-
tion.

2. In all judicial or admisistrative proceedings
affecting a child that is capable of forming his own
views, an opportunity shall be provided for the views
of the child to be heard, either directory or indirector-
y through a representative, as a party to the proceed-
ings, and those views shall be taken into considera-
tion by the competent authorities, in a manner consis-
tent with the procedures followed in State Party for
the application of its legisration.

(3718 4 7HIR)
Article 5bis
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The States Parties to the present Connvention shall
respect the responsibilities, rights, and duties of par-
ents or, where applicable, legal guardians or other
individuals legally responsible for the child to pro-
vide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capa-
cities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance
in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in
the present Convention.

Article 7

The State parties to the present Convention shall
assure to the child who is capable of forming his own
views the right to express his opinion freely in all
matters. the wishes of the child being given due
weight in accordance with his age and maturity.

Article 7a

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of
expression ; this right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in
print, in the form of art, or through any other media
of the child’s choice.

2. The exercise of this right may be subject to
certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are
provided by law and are necessary :

(a) for respect of the rights and reputations of

others ; or

(b) for the protection of national security or of

public order (order public), or of public health or
morals.
Article 7his

1.  The States parties to the present Convention

shall respect the right of the child to freedom of

thought, conscience and religion.

2. This right shall include in particular the free-
dom to have or to adopt a religion or whatsoever
belief of his choice and freedom, either individually or
in community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or beleif, subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law and necessary to
protect public safety, order, health and morals ; and
the right to have access to education in the matter of
religion or belief.

3. The States Parties shall respect the rights and
duties of parents and, where applicable, legal guard-
ians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise
of his right in a manner consistet with the evolving
capacities of the child.

4. The States Parties shall equally respect the
liberty of the child and his parents and, where ap-
plicapable, legal guardians, to ensure the religious
and moral education of the child in conformity with
conviction of their choice.

Article Tter

1. The States Parties to the present Convention
recognize the right of the child to freedom of associa-
tion snd to freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. No restriction may be placed on the exercise
of these rights other than those imposed in conform-
ity with the law and which are necessary in a derﬁo-
cratic soéiety in the interests of national security or
public safety, public order (ordre public), the protec-
tion of public health or morals or the protection of the

rights of others.
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