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Contained Souls in Materials and Places:
Battlefield Pilgrimages as Performative Memory

Akira NISHIMURA

In this paper, | elaborate on the concept of “performative memory,” which | have employed to
analyse the attitudes of the living toward the dead. By applying the linguistic term “performative,” I aim
to highlight how the active character of memory can instigate the living to perform action directed toward
the future as well as ritual acts.

This article is based on two case studies on pilgrimages made by a Japanese war orphan and a
veteran of the Asia Pacific War. In these cases | discuss how these pilgrims see the materials and places
associated with the fallen soldiers as harbouring the souls of the dead. The orphan recognizes the vestiges
of his father in the places in which he once stayed and the postcards he sent. The veteran carves Buddha
statues and dedicates them to the temples near the battle sites as memorial offerings for his comrades. He
also donates various goods to the local people. These pilgrims meet the living residents at the former
battle sites and hold exchanges with them, especially with the young generation, through acts of
commemorating the departed souls. In other words, these performative acts memorializing the dead begin
to involve third parties and take place in the public sphere.

Finally, | refer to three cases of building bridges by commemoration and religious practice

which serve as a point of comparison to the two case studies above.
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