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The Current State and Role of Memorial Ceremonies
for the War Dead in Post War Japan:
The Case of a City in Shizuoka Prefecture

Chi-YOUNGIM

Focusing on ceremonies for commemorating the spirits of the war dead performed in a city in Shizuoka
Prefecture, the purpose of this paper is to examine how local communities and local war-bereaved
associations share a common memorial space and how this space has changed since the pre-war period.
Before World War II, it had been the task of the local chapter of the Imperial Military Reserve
Association (zaigo gunjinkai) to organize these memorial services in the S region. In contrast, in the
postwar period, the Kyoyukai veteran's association, the war-bereaved association, and the ward chiefs'
committee in cooperation with the individual bereaved families are all involved in the preparations and
carrying out of these services. In fact, the local administration provides organizational as well as financial
assistance, and all of these three entities guarantee the maintenance and continuation of the memorial
services.

A cenotaph built in the prewar period as well as a Shinto shrine serve as sites for consoling the spirits
of the war dead. Religious ceremonies whose central aim is to honor the spirits of the departed as war
heroes are conducted at these locations with the participation of prefectural assembly members. This
indicates that the present system of memorial ceremonies for the war dead in the city investigated is
deeply intertwined with the ceremonies performed at Yasukuni Shrine as well as those at the gokoku

(state-protecting) shrines.

— 297 —





