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Introduction of a Study of
Nahmanides’ Commentary on Book of Job:
Theoretical Approaches to Medieval Jewish Exegesis

Masahiro SHIDA

Nahmanides (R. Moshe ben Nahman, 1194-1270) was one of the major Jewish thinkers in
Late-Medieval Christian Spain. This paper looks at his Bible commentary, particularly his
Commentary on Book of Job. The book of Job is a problematic work in Hebrew Bible. Job is a
righteous biblical figure who suffers from disasters which God permits Satan to bring upon him.
In Judaism, this book has been read variously from ancient to modern times, and particularly in
medieval Jewish philosophy, it was received as an unresolved question as can be seen from the
remark “We don’t understand God’s standard of reward and punishment, and are confused with
the apparent absurdity of a righteous man’s suffering such as Job” . Nahmanides shared this
conern and used two-level interpretations that are both “exoteric” and “esoteric” to address the
question. “Exoteric” interpretation involves a literal reading of the Book of Job, which tells of
Job’s suffering and lament. The “esoteric” interpretation, however, is completely different in that
Nahmanides refers to the mystery of Creation and God’s hidden knowledge and providence.
Before discussing the contents of the Commentary, 1 focus on Nahmanides’ method of
interpretation from a theoretical model constructed in S. Biderman’s Scripture and Knowledge
and discuss Nahmanides’ mode of reading from the perspective of scriptural studies. Scriptures
and its exegeses have a somewhat unique characters different from other texts, as is indicated by
approaches from religious studies. As an introduction of this study, I discuss the possibility and
significance of this perspective. '
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