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On Recent criticisms of C. G. Jung’s
Religious Thought

Hara TAKAHASHI

This essay focuses on some recent criticisms of C. G. Jung’s religious thought. Some of
them are based on the newly discovered documents and put new light on Jung’s thought.
Two types of views can be pointed out among the critics; one considers Jung as a clinical
psychologist and another as a religious thinker.

Typical Freudian criticism belongs to the former and doesn’t find any value in Jung’s reli-
gious writings; that is, Jung’s religious or theological writings are the results of his childhood
psychological problems and/or his break with Freud influenced upon them. Richard Noll’s
controversial book, Jung Cult, belongs to the latter. According to Noll, Jungian psychology
started as a cult whose charismatic leader was Jung himself. In contrast to these critical
view, there are certain Jungians who welcome him like a prophet. Edward Edinger is one
of such Jungians, who considers Jung’s Answer to Job like a holy scripture. ,

So, for the proper understanding of Jung’s thought and his influence as a whole, it’s
important to have a look at the context or constellation of the recent controversy as well as

those in Jung’s life time.



	00021
	00022
	00023
	00024
	00025
	00026
	00027
	00028
	00029
	00030
	00031
	00032
	00206

