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Modernization and ‘Religion’
Teruyoshi YONEI

The scholars who studied modern European studies in the closing days of the Toku-
gawa Government realized that there is a general idea of ‘religion’ and that it was
strictly distinguished from other categories such as politics, economy, and so on. They
also understood that modernization is inseparable from Christianity in Western Eu-
rope.

One of these Japanese scholars, Mori Arinori, later the first Minister of Education,
used the term of ‘shukyou (7#X)’ in its moderm sense for the first time in Japan in
his travel notes ‘Kouro-Kikou’ while visiting St. Petersburg, Russia.

In the Meiji Restoration era, they were faced with the task of restructuring the
Japanese system, including the legal system as it regards about religion. On one
hand they expected religion hold the key to modernizing Japan, and on the other
hand they were afraid that liberalization of the propagation of Christianity would
cause harmful effects for Japanese independence. This situation influenced authors of
the ‘Meiroku-zasshi’ when they developped their ‘enlightened’ visions of religion.
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