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Freedom From Being a “Patient”: The Lourdes Pilgrimage as
Seen Through the Activities of the Catholic Medical Corps

Junko TERADO

This paper tries to elucidate characteristics of the Lourdes pilgrimage through an
analysis of the status and activities of the Catholic Medical Corps which operates within the
sanctuary. .

Doctors perform two roles in relation to the Lourdes pilgrimage. As diagnostic special-
ists, they work for the sanctuary by overseeing miraculous cures. As therapeutic specialists,
they accompany the pilgrimages of the sick.

The former role was entrusted to doctors at the very beginning of the history of Lourdes,
when the bishop wished to verify the truth of the Virgin Mary’s apparitions. In line with the
expansion of the “Pglerinage National” (National Pilgrimage) and the formation of the
Catholic Medical Corps, this supervisory role has been extended and refined. In investigating
miraculous cures, the medical corps works to broaden the reach of its clinical activities
beyond the confines of the hospital, making this movement an “extension of the hospital.”

Doctors, however, are excluded from the lodgings of the sick at the sanctuary. It is the
benevolent association, the corps of amateurs, which takes care of them; and it is owing to
this amateurism that the sick are able to acquire a new identity beyond that of the “good
patient” dictated by medical authorities.

At Lourdes, therefore, the cured-sick must be reclaimed by medical authorities as
“patients,” and the not-cured can simply be “sick” by escaping the supervision of medical
professionals.
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