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Thomas Mii‘nt‘zekr’ and the Ki‘ngdom of God
: ‘Tv_akas_hi_ Kizuka

Thomas Miintzer, generally known as a radical Protestant refomer, or as being
in the left Wihg of the Reformation, has been understood broadly in two ways in
previous studies. In the first place, Marxist-studies have characterized Mlintzer as
a social-political revolutionary, mainly conformmg to the framework given by F.
Engels (“Der Deutsche Bauernkrieg”). In contrast to this, in the second place he
has also been thought of as an apocalyptic prophet or an enthusiast by church

historians of the anti or non-Marxist standpoint.

In my opinion, the diff'ic\ulty in interpreting Miintzer shown by su.ch a split in
the studies concerning him basically results from the specific, that is active,
ycharac‘ter of his eschatology or historical-theology, which cannot be identified with
the traditional (pre-)millennialism typically found in the early church or the

“apostolic period.

In this paper, through a consideration of Miintzer's view of “Ordnung Gottes”,
we examine in what kind of fashion he conﬁbined the inner transformation of the
individual  person through _fhe work of the Holy Spirit with the external
transformat‘ion of the social order through revolutionary acts by “ausserwelten” (and
what kind of prob}lem or contradiction was contained in the combination of these
two elements, which we  can also call the combination of mysticism and

millennialism.
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