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Wittgenstein and Religious Language
Satoko Fujiwara

In Wittgenstein and Philosophy of Religion

Language, Religion and
Commitment (1989); K. Hoshikawa introduces and examines the Anglo-Saxon
analytic philosophy of religion, which is perhaps still unfamiliar to many in Japan.
The central issue is conceptual relativism, according to which Christianity should
be regarded as a closed language game. Hoshikawa objects that this relativism
brings about the problem of ir‘lcommensurability.‘ln order to keep both the
commensurability and the autonomy of the Christian language game, he
distinguishes an understanding of 'commitment’ entered into only by Christians
based on the common understanding of Christian language, and posits
reasoning-free commitment on the foundation of the Christian language game
instead of demonstration. In my opinion, however, his concept of ‘commitment’ is
not clearly defined. Furthermore, this concept may lead to a notion of meaning
and understanding quite different from that of Wittgenstein, on whom he seems
to base his argument. In addition to that, it is doubtful whether the Christian
language game is self-existent and indiSputablé on the grounds that it is
unconcerned with demonstration. In contrast to his reasoning, this view of religion
itself implies that the Christian language game does not exist without relation to

an external language game, namely modern reason.
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