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Norway honours space physics pioneer

Oslo. The govern-
ment of Norway has 1100790475 =
honoured Kristian
Birkeland, one of

the world's earliest
space physicists,
by printing his por-
trait on a new 200
kroner (US$30)
banknote (right).

Birkeland, who ZOG KRONE
was born in 1867,
began his academic career as a mathe- But he also had a strong practlcal
matician, and was the first physicist to bent, regi g 59
complete a general solution of that lm:luded the plasma arc that led to
Maxwell’s equations. He is perhaps the first industrial process for nitrogen
best known as a researcher for fixation. This discovery formed the basis
identifying the mechanisms behind the of what has become one of Norway's
aurora horealis — as well as for his Iargest companies Norsk Hydro, and
efforts in establishing a network of p d Birkeland with an i to

NORGES BANK

observation stations in the Arctic. finance his auroral research. 0
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