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English Lessons in a University Using a Movie: For Developing Students’ Pragmatic Skills

Saori KAWASAKI
Takayuki MASAKI

The present study examines the effects of lessons utilizing an English movie as teaching material to improve students’ pragmatic

knowledge of the English language in an English classroom in a university. Four experimental lessons were conducted to measure

their pragmatic knowledge of English. These lessons were designed based on the pragmatic differences between Japanese and

English, which were shown in the movie. Through analyzing students’ comments on worksheets and questionnaire surveys,

we examined the effects of an English movie as teaching material for improving students’ pragmatic knowledge. The results

showed that students learned that the concept of meaning has two different aspects, literal and contextual, and that understanding

contextual meaning is necessary to understand the meaning of what is stated in a scene, as well as the quantitative and qualitative

improvement of their pragmatic skills to a limited extent.
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MOTHER: (DIt doesn’t sound insane at all, Truman.

I see him ten times a week, in a hundred different faces.
I ( @ ) hugged a perfect stranger in the salon last
Thursday.

TRUMAN: It was dad. I swear! Dressed like a homeless
man! And you know what else was strange? A
businessman and a woman with a little dog came out of]
nowhere and forced him onto a bus. (= JJLftll 2007:
72)
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CHRISTOF: YOU were real. That’s ( (D ) made you so
good to watch. Listen to me, Truman. There’s no more
truth out there... than there is in the world I created for
you. Same lies. The same deceit. But in my world, you
have nothing to fear. I know you better than you know
yourself.

TRUMAN: @You never had a camera in my head! (=3
JUA 2007: 138)
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