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The Case Study of Shadow Education and Educational Achievement in the Korean Community

Hwajung LEE

This case study investigated the formation and role of one Korean cram school in Japan through fieldwork at J-hagwon in

relation to shadow education in the Korean community. The educational achievement of Korean students who were sent to Japan

for education at Korean cram schools was considered the focus of this study.

The results can be summarized as follows. First, Korean students were most likely to participate in shadow education (join a

Korean cram school) for the purpose of study ability enrichment. The Korean shadow education system has formed to meet the

educational needs of the Korean newcomers and played a complementary role in relation to public education.

Second, test preparation and private one-to-one tutoring for special admission (= teungrye) in the Korean cram school was

conducted. In addition, the Korean cram schools had important meaning as a place to build a network for adaptation to life in

Japan, and for the exchange of information.

This study suggests that there is a necessity to reconsider the Korean cram school as a place that not only plays an educational

role but also holds a social role in the community. Within Korean cram schools the concepts of globalization, space, and

immigration intertwine; the educational achievement of Korean students may also be considered as a tool for some to return to

their home country.
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