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The Prospect and Challenge of Textbook Research in English Language Education

Linfeng WANG

This paper respectively illustrates the development of generic textbook research and English language textbook research. The

review of generic textbook research starts with the establishment of the field, then moves to the emergence of New Sociology

of Education, and finally describes its research methodology as well. The development of English language textbook research is

traced back to teaching material development in English-speaking countries. Following that, a survey of English language textbook

research in Japan is approached from different viewpoints. In the end, some challenging topics are proposed, from the perspective

of teaching English as a foreign language in Japan.
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