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Developing a Curriculum for Meta-Grammar Teaching: Cross-Curricular Grammar Teaching in Japanese and English Classrooms

in the Secondary School

Yoshifumi SAITO, Kiyomi AKITA, Yasuhiko FUJIE, Chihiro FUJIMORI, Takayuki MASAKI,
Linfeng WANG, Yuki, SAMPEI

The aim of this paper is to describe the results of the research designed to produce a new curriculum for developing the
intermediate language learner’s meta-grammar abilities and therewith suggest some new ways of curriculum development and
classroom practice. This paper has a tripartite structure. The first part argues that the classroom practice focused on meta-grammar
learning not only helps students to acquire linguistic abilities as well as work collaboratively but also helps teachers to improve
themselves professionally through efficient collegial collaboration. The second part gives the quantitative and qualitative analyses
of the pre- and post-tests measuring the effects of meta-grammar teaching at the level of the fifth year in secondary school. The
analyses show that a couple of meta-grammar classroom activities have not affected students’ ideas about grammar learning and
problem-solving strategies but have helped them understand what they have learned and newly acquire grammatical awareness.
The third part describes and analyzes the opinions of the teachers involved in meta-grammar teaching, who suggest the efficacy of
meta-grammar instruction with focused contents to the fourth-year and fifth-year students who have learned the basic grammatical
frameworks of Japanese and English. They also suggest some practical ways to incorporate meta-grammar activities into the

regular school curriculum.
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1% © Could you tell me how to get to Ueda?

{& © Sure. Take the next yellow train to Mita, and change
trains there.

2ZzE © How many stops is Mita from here?

{5 : Three stops.

Zz1% : Which line should I take from Mita?

& : Take the Kita Line. It’s the red train on Track 2.
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outside, seemingly lost in thought.
Her maidservant informed the Bamboo Cutter:

“ 7 Kaguya-hime has always looked with deep emotion at

the moon, but she has seemed rather strange of late.
She must be terribly upset over something.

Please keep an eye on her.”

A The old man asked Kaguya-hime,

“What makes you look so pensively at the moon?”

She answered,
“When I look at the moon the world seems lonely and
sad.

What else would there be to worry me?”
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I followed Sensei’ s wife out of the study. An
iron kettle was singing on a handsome, long
brazier in the morning room.

There, I was given black tea and cakes.

Sensei’s wife refused to drink tea herself, saying
that she would not be able to go to sleep if she
did.

7 _“Does Sensei often go out to dinner parties?” I
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asked.

No, hardly ever. It seems that of late he has
become less inclined than ever to see people.”
Sensei’s wife seemed to betray no anxiety as she
said this, so I become more bold.

4 _“You must then be the only person Sensei
likes to be with,” I said.

“Certainly not. I am like all the rest in his eyes.”
“That is not true,” I said.

“And you know very well that that is not true.”
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7 Iho] S [2&] 2ERT

1 [#E] = [fTw] 287 (~&295%, ~Thkhd, &8

U [bD] o [Z&] OWEPREEZERT (kS EAREKR &E)

I [#E]  [f7] ORESCRKRIZEZERT (Eokdi, EOREIL, WD, EZT, irE)
I &g hsikn

(4) ZHFEHD CHEELMES,

7 [bD] o [2&] 2RT

4 [#&E] [T 28T (~&2795, ~Tkd, &8

T [HD] R [Z&] OMEPREEZERT (E0LD, Sk, 1E)

I [#HE] © [T ORESKNZERT (E0LDI, EOREIL, WD, EZT, k&)
I e<gnhsian

(5) The boy is dancing over there. * dancing over there »% Z THi> TW5
7 [bD] R [Z&] 2KT

1 [BE] D (1] 28T (~&272, ~ITikd, RE)

T Ho]  [2E] OMECREEZRT (XKD, EARELR E)

I [HE] © 1] ORESKKZERT (Eokdi, EOREIL, WD, EZT, &)
I &<ahsian

(6) Iknow the boy dancing over there. * dancing over there % Z Tii> T\
7 [bD] o [2&] 2KRT

1 [#HE] = 1] 287 (~295%, ~Tiks, 728

U [bD] R [Z&] OWEPREEZRT (E0kS7k, EARELR &E)

I [HZ] ® 1] ORESKRNZERT (E0LDi, EOREIL, WD, EIT, K&
I @<ghsikn

(7) When he comes, we will start. * When he comes Mehiskiz & &

7 [bD] R [2&] 2RT

1 [BE] ® [T 28T (~&72, ~Tikd, rE)

T [HD] R [ZE] OWEPREEZERT (E0KD, Eakmg, 2E)

I (] © [T ORESKREZERT (E0LDi, EOfREIL, WD, EZT, &)
I e<gnsian

(8) I don’t know when he will come. * when he will come WDTAKS M

7 Ibho] S [2&] 2ERT

1 [#E] = 1] 28T (~&295%, ~Thkhd, &8

U [bD] o [2&] OWEPREEZERT (E0k57k, EARER &E)

I [HZ] ® [T ORESKRZEERT (E0LDiT, EOREIL, WD, EIT, &)
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