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Methodology, Education, and Identity of the Sociology of Education in Japan

— An Institutional Analysis—

Yuki Honda, Takanori Saito, Takaaki Tsutsumi and Makoto Kato

The sociologists of education in Japan have continuously engaged in self-reflections on the definition and the character of the

field through some conflicting points of view. By conceptualizing Kyosya size indexes to clarify the structure of the institutional

basis, this article offers an institutional analysis of the state and history of the discipline in 1) the methodology of the papers, 2) the

content of education in universities, and 3) the identity of the researchers. The analyses in this article demonstrate the distortion

and the dispersion of the institutional basis of the sociology of education in Japan, which obstruct the self-definition of the field.
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