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Motivation and decision-making process of foreign students aiming to enter Japanese universities: From the perspective of

privately financed international students in Japanese language schools

Mei ZHANG

The aim of this study is to clarify the motivation and decision-making process of foreign students who have come to Japan to

prepare to take university entrance exams, based on interviews with Chinese students attending Japanese language schools.

The research indicates that such students can be divided into four types; 1) those who have come to Japan without taking

the national higher education entrance examination in China, 2) those who have taken the national higher education entrance

examination in China, and then come to Japan, 3) those who have graduated from a two- or three-year college (Dai-ser) in China,

and then come to Japan, and 4) those who have completed university education in China and then come to Japan. Each type has a

different motivation for wanting to enter a Japanese university, and went through a different process in deciding which universities

to apply to.
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