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University Co-op /Internship Program as an Educational Method by the Academic-Industrial Alliance:

Past Trends, Current Conditions and Problems

Takeshi NAKAYAMA

More than 10 years have passed since the co-op/internship education program began to spread around universities in Japan.

Most of university students uhojoined the program are fairly content with such a practical education. Despite that, this cooperative

education has been bringing about some problems. By analyzing the trends of last decade and current conditions, I clarified four

problems which are (1) Increasing possible students and shortage of acceptable companies, (2) difference and its influence between

practical and ideal period of co-op/internship program, (3) low possibility of being directly related to the recruitment of company,

(4) presence of companies which abuse the education system. In addition to these problems, I also referred to the measures to be

taken.
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