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Review of Narrative Reading instructions by Focusing Metacognition

Hideyuki HAMADA

Recent studies on learrning activities in which students interact and exchange interpretations during narrative reading were

reviewed from the perspective of metacognition. Such activities frequently take place during Japanese lessons in secondary

schools. However, the pedagogical implications of this practice have not been clearly demonstrated. Past studies have indicated

that: (1) Strategies that work during reading as a metacognition become activated in collaborative learning; (2) classroom

discussions function as a basis for developing knowledge and skills of the students. Current studies suggest models of how reading

narrative stories and interacting with each other deepens the students’ understanding. Although, previous studies on narrative

reading instructions focused on the structure of the stories, the effect of variables such as the resources available to support

students’ interpretations remains to be investigated. It is necessary to explore the thinking processes of students through inquiries

that take the relationships between the delineations of the texts and their interpretations into consideration.
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