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A Comparative Analysis of Institutions on the School Level Decision-Making Authority

Akihiro HASHINO
Satoko MIURA

This paper aims to provide the preliminary investigation for further research on the school autonomy. First, we reconsider

the previous studies in the light of the consequence of school autonomy, and point out some issues for empirical studies. The

descriptive case studies about the institutions of foreign industrialized countries and the quantitative education production function

analyses which refer the matter of school autonomy are examined. Second, in systematic manner, we evaluate and compare the

extent of school level decision-making authority of Japan and other industrialized countries. By employing Item Response Theory,

the school level autonomy indices — autonomy on educational provision, teaching contents and process, school regulations and

organizations, financial resources, human resources, and private funds—of 36 countries/regions are estimated, and the comparative

position of Japanese institution is identified.
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