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The Relationship between an Educational Thought that Will Guarantee Children’s Overall Development and a

View that Saw “Ability=Equality” in Postwar Japan

Seiji SAWADA

This paper investigates the relationship between an educational thought that will guarantee children’s overall

development and a view that saw “ability=equality” in postwar Japan.

The paper explores how both thought that had different views of “ability” were compatible examining the de-

bate within the Japan Teachers Union focusing on teachers’ views of “ability”. We find out that in the 1950s

teachers arranged special classes following a logic similar to that used to justify ability grouping based on a

generally prevailing view of students’ ability as in-born. In the 1960s, the view of ability didn’t change in edu-

cation for children with disability and teachers promoted special classes and schools for the handicapped.

Because there were structures that difference of views of ability could be invisible. Teachers could emphasize

a view that saw “ability=equality” keeping this “double standard”.
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