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The Legal Disputation on Public and Private of Home Education

—For the Purpose of Constructing New Notion of Public Education—

Tomoko SATO

How public is “public” education? And how much public is the Japanese educational system? These questions

imply the difficulty of giving some legal definitions to public education. One of the critical issues about the

Japanese educational system is to what extent the administration should be concerned in home education and in

educational activities in society.

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the philosophy by which the “public” education is distinguished

from the “private” one. We can recognize two notions of “public” education. One is the constitutional public,

and the other is the public based on citizenship. I suggest that it’s necessary for the educational system to have

the common idea of public education.
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