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Massification and Structural Changes in Higher Education

— Comparison between China and Japan—

Wenjun LIU

Japan saw rapid massification of higher education in the 1960s.

What are the social and political back-

ground that resulted in the rapid expansion of higher education? Then, how have the progress been made and

what kind of structural change of higher education been brought about? Furthermore, what kind of mechanism

worked behind the scenes and what kind of social problems caused during the process? As recent developments

in China indicate that China has been following similar trends since the late 1990s, this paper compares the

cases of Japan and China from these perspectives and explore policy implications for China.
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