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Infants’ Gender Identification and Social Relations: Observation of a Kindergarten Class

Setsuko OHTAKI

Focusing on two classes of as well as their teachers of threé—year—old children as well as their teachers in a

kindergarten, this research, which was held between April to October 2005, investigates how gender conscious-

ness among children are related to their social relationships with teachers are peer groups. The research finds

out that a majority of the children did not have any gender identity before entering the kindergarten, and there

is no clear evidence to show that sex or date of birth are related to the time when children identity their gender.

However, before entering the summer vacation at July, most of the children already have clear gender conscious-

ness. The research then shows that children will recognize their gender identity earlier if they prefer playing

within a group and communicating more with teachers. On the contrary, for those children who prefer to play

alone or to keep a distance from teachers, they will identity their gender later. In addition, for those children

who always stick to teacher but prefer to play alone, they still have earlier gender consciousness.
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